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1.
WELCOME
Linda Bachmeier, UEC Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. 

2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES - March 2, 2005

Motion:
Dale Bennett moved to approve the minutes with the following change: Approval of Minutes should say February 2 rather than January 5.  There was no second recorded.  The minutes were unanimously approved.

3.
FINANCIAL REPORT - DALE BENNETT

Dale Bennett reviewed the financial report.  He will follow-up on the Reaveley check - sponsor-a-student.  Scholarship money collected almost covered the scholarship costs.  There are still some outstanding banquet tickets.

All of the scholarship recipients received their checks and expressed their gratitude to Dale.  Dale has not received the quarterly statement yet from Zions Bank for the savings account.  The current checking account balance is $8,315.30.  All of the checks we have written have cleared.  The total assets are $12,091.52.

We still have not transferred the $4,000 scholarship money to a separate account.  We need to get that done so it can earn interest and be kept separate.  Dale asked what the purpose of the savings account was.  It has been around for many years and no one is sure what it’s original purpose was other than to have an interest-bearing account.  It would be nice to find some kind of account for the scholarship money that would earn more than 1%.

Motion:
Mike Norrie moved to approve the financial report.  Trent Hunt seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.
4.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
A.  E-WEEK - PAUL OESTREICH: The sound at the Grand Hall, Union Pacific Station was terrible, but it is nice to be consistent.  Trent Hunt said he had checked at the Grand America Hotel and found that it was extremely expensive.  The room rental was $2,000 and the dinners go from $40 up.  This price does not include A/V equipment.  Trent will forward the pricing list to the Board.  Jim Belshe said the price can usually be negotiated.  SEAU has had banquets at the rooms above Rice-Eccles stadium.  Their rooms hold 200-250 people.  They may not be big enough for us.  The UCLS conference is on the same Thursday.

B.  PUBLICATION COMMITTEE - JIM BELSHE: Jim will not be able to do the Journal next year, so we need someone else to be the Publication Committee chair.  Jim will talk to Dan Church about possibly taking over the Journal next year.  Jim said there is really nothing to do until December or January.  Newsletters Ink puts it together pretty fast.  The big task was the mailing list - trying to merge them and delete duplicates.  Ken suggested that the next publication chairman read the comments in the March 2005 minutes about what needs to be improved in future Journals.  We need to have more of a review process before it is published.  

Jim forwarded the final mailing list to Susan.  We need to figure out why so many people did not receive their copies of the Journal.  It was decided that we should sort the mailing list by society and send each society their portion of the list to review, then each society could come back with names that are missing from the list to see if that name might be listed under another society because a duplicate was deleted, or to see if they are not on the list at all.

Dale asked why the UEC membership dues are based on the number of members rather than the number of Journals that are sent out.  ACEC is one of the largest societies, but the company is the member of that society rather than the individuals.  However, the ACEC company principals each receive the Journal - 3 or 4 per company.  Dale wondered if their dues should be figured differently.  Most members of ACEC are also members of other engineering societies. 


Jim felt that perhaps the publisher should deal with sorting the mailing list


Motion:
Jim Belshe moved that we supply the societies with the desired format for the mailing list and have the individual societies submit their lists directly to the publisher, and then the publisher can merge it all and sort it - if they don’t want the duplicates, they can go through the work of deleting them.  Steve Keisel seconded the motion.  The motion was approved with one dissent.

David Merrill said that we are basically doing the mailing list that way except for the duplicates issue.  Sending out duplicates is not a problem if we don’t have to pay extra, but if there isn’t one person who is going to gather and submit the lists, it won’t happen.  Dale mentioned that if the society does not want to get the Journal, they won’t submit their list.  It takes one year of that happening and then they will learn that they need to submit their list.  However, it was expressed that only the societies who care about UEC will submit their lists.  Other societies that are apathetic won’t submit their lists, will drop their membership, and UEC will become weaker and weaker.  Trent Hunt felt that we should have one person designated as the one to receive the mailing lists and just send out reminders.  Then we can send the lists to Newsletters Ink.  If they want to sift out the duplicates, they can.  Most people do not want to receive more than one copy, especially those who care about conservation.

Although we have a motion regarding the mailing list, based on the discussion that followed, we need to revisit this issue when we have a new Publication Chair and see if it is the best thing to do.

C.  FUND-RAISING - BOB DAVIS: We received $2885 in scholarship money this year, $550 for the general fund that we can use wherever it is needed.  There is only one fund-raising check that we have not received, but it should arrive within the next week.

D.  MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE - BRENT MAXFIELD: Jake Watson was in attendance filling in for Brent.  He reported that the gentleman on the phone, Boyd Hill from AICHE, was one of the people Brent contacted requesting that they join us.  SME, ASPE, SAMPE and ASQ are the other organizations that Brent has contacted.  Jeff Watkins mentioned that Fred Nash is the current chair of ASPE.  Mr. Nash expressed interest in having his society join UEC, so Brent Maxfield should follow-up with him.  Fred Nash’s phone number can be obtained from Susan.

E.  NOMINATING COMMITTEE - CARL COOK: Carl was not able to attend, but asked Jeff to present the slate of nominees today for the vote.  The nominees are as follows:


Chair:


Paul Oestreich


Vice-Chair:

Dale Bennett


Secretary/Treasurer:
Mike Norrie

Motion:
Ken Randle moved that the nominations be closed.  David Merrill seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.


Motion:
David Merrill moved to vote to accept the slate of nominees as presented.  Trent Hunt seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.
5.
LICENSING BOARD AND UNIFORM BUILDING CODE COMMISSION NOMINATIONS
Susan reported that SEAU is submitting the following names themselves for nominations: David Alter, Jarod Johnson and Richard Seelos to serve on the UBCC Structural Advisory Committee.  ASHRAE would like to submit the following names through UEC for the Mechanical Board: Clark Petersen and Randy Veigel.  Trent will get the resumes to Susan as soon as possible.  ASCE wants to nominate Carl Carpenter for the Licensing Board.
6.
OTHER BUSINESS

Susan mentioned that if there are any changes to be made in the dues assessment, it needs to happen by the May meeting.  She also requested that UEC consider raising her fee from $250 to $300 per month.  She has been working at $250 for the 10 years she has worked for UEC.

Jim Belshe passed out some announcements regarding the Order of the Engineer.  USPE decided it was time for Utah to have a link to this, so they are sponsoring it.  There is an induction ceremony on May 7, 8:00 a.m. at the downtown Marriott for breakfast.  USPE is trying to encourage new graduating students to participate.  They have to have three people who have gone through the ceremony somewhere else to do it here, so they have three national officers from USPE who are going to do the ceremony.  If any societies are interested in being co-sponsors of this event, USPE would welcome that.  They need to have a count by the beginning of May so they can accommodate everyone with meals, etc.

The Board of Governors for ASHRAE asked Trent Hunt to bring the following motion to UEC:  

Motion:
Utah ASHRAE proposes that a special committee be appointed to review and revise the current method of electing the UEC Engineer of the Year, Educator of the Year, and New Faces awards.
The proposal was made because when Trent was asked at the Board of Governor’s meeting what he thought about the process, he expressed to them that it was an eye opener for him.  It seemed to him that half of the people who came to the meeting already had their minds fixated on how they would vote.  Some people came with a willingness to discuss the nominees and their qualifications and others seemed not to care – they just wanted to be done with it.  Trent felt that the award recipients are deserving and represent UEC well, but he felt that the award process could be improved.  Jeff Watkins disagrees and felt that everyone there had an open mind.  The qualifications for Fresh Faces in Engineering actually came from ASHRAE.  There is room for improvement, however.  ASHRAE would just like UEC to look at it to see if there could be improvement.   For next year we can form the Awards Committee early on so we can improve the process before selections need to be made.  Linda Bachmeier will be the Awards Committee Chair next year.  One thing to remember is that as the Committee Chair gathers resumes and information for each nominee, that person needs to make sure he or she gets enough copies from each organization so everyone on the committee can have a copy, so if you have six members of the selection committee, 6 copies of the nomination packet are required from the society.  There is a form for rating the various criteria.  The scholarship selection process should also be reviewed.  Linda has the criteria rating form and will pass it on to next year’s Scholarship Committee Chair.  Dale mentioned that we need to add a college level requirement to cut down on the applicants.  We could request that the school only submit five applications so that the school is required to do most of the weeding-out process.

Trent asked if UEC has any guidelines to follow when reviewing the nomination packet, such as “you can only review what is in a person’s packet,” or “a society member needs to bow out of the voting when a fellow society member’s nomination is being voted upon.”  We don’t really, and it would be hard to take that human element out of the selection process.  But we should probably set some basic parameters or guidelines to follow.
ASHRAE is fine if UEC feels no changes are needed.  It would probably help create continuity from year to year if UEC had on record specific guidelines or a basic matrix for the selection process.

Trent is willing to help out on the Awards Committee.  Linda is willing to meet earlier in the year next year to figure out what the guidelines should be, but she would like to be sure she has plenty of involvement on the committee from other Board members.
The ASHRAE motion was revised as follows:

Motion:
Trent Hunt made the following motion for Utah ASHRAE:  Utah ASHRAE proposes that the awards committee review and enhance basic guidelines for the current method of electing the UEC Engineer of the Year, Educator of the Year, and Fresh Faces awards.  David Merrill seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.
7.
ADJOURNMENT
Motion:
Rick Campagna moved to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m.

