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MINUTES OF THE


UTAH ENGINEERS COUNCIL


April 1, 2009 - 12:00 Noon


Van Boerum & Frank Associates


330 South 300 East, Salt Lake City, Utah

Members Present:




Members Absent:




Trent Hunt, Chair

ASHRAE 

Kiran Bhayani, Publication 
AAEE



Joe Martone, Treasurer

SAME


Mike Norrie, 1st Past Chair
SAME
Mike Buehner, Vice-Chair 
SEAU


Tom Phelps


IESNA

Dale Bennett, 2nd Past Chair 
ACEC


Lenard Barney


UCLS                      

Paul Oestreich


IEEE
Bret Christiansen

ASPE




Todd Rindlisbaker

ASHRAE

Micheal McKamey

ASCE


David Merrill


ASME                             

Jim Thacher


AIAA
Marilyn Marshall

SWE


Peter Tang


ITE



David Cline


SAME
Cliff Cole


SEAU

Dannie Pollock


AAEE

Dan Church


USPE

Susan Merrill


Executive Secretary       
1.
WELCOME – TRENT HUNT
Trent Hunt began the meeting at 12:05 Noon.
2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – March 4, 2009
The minutes need to be revised to show the Energy Solutions amount as $750 million rather than $750.

Motion:
Paul Oestreich moved to approve the minutes with the above-mentioned correction.  David Merrill seconded the motion. The minutes were approved unanimously with the correction.
3.
FINANCIAL REPORT – JOE MARTONE
Joe passed out the updated financial report.  Most of the banquet ticket money has been collected.  The two that are outstanding still are Mike Norrie and his wife and the Trane table.  Joe reported that all of the banquet items that we budgeted for add up to $14,050.  We actually spent $14,409, so we are over budget looking at those numbers.  However, we only brought in $8,250 in banquet ticket sales and we spent $11,376.59 on food and beverage and set-up for the banquet.  Most banquets cost far more than ours.  If we had charged $70 we would have broken even.  Last year we paid $29 per plate and this year was $43 per plate.  Trent feels we got taken by the 23rd Floor.  They are going out of business.   We will need to charge more next year.  Trent suggested that next year we look at Rio Tinto Stadium.  There might be columns in the way, but we can check into it.  Joe has requested reimbursement from the state for sales tax.
4.
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE – PAUL OESTREICH
Paul reported that Curtis Beck with AICHE indicated that he is interested in having them join UEC and Mr. Beck will be submitting the proposal to the AICHE board.  Paul has not heard back from USGBC.

Paul mentioned that this will be his last year as the IEEE representative and Jeremiah Jones will be taking his place.  Paul will be the UEC alternate representative for UEC.  He will see if Jeremiah would like to take over his position as the Membership Committee chair.

Trent reported that IES wants him to speak to their board about UEC to tell them why they should want to maintain their membership.  He is willing to go but is waiting to hear from them as to when and where their meeting is to be held.
5.
NewslettersInk

Trent mentioned that we have another option for a publisher for next year.  They are based in Florida and they guarantee no cost to their clients.  When Trent spoke with their representative, he said that UEC would need to have that guarantee in writing from them.

Trent mentioned that his last conversation with Bill Lines is that they could not do anything further to help us.  However, Kiran claims that at his last meeting with Sophie, the director at NewslettersInk and Bill Lines’ boss, she had mentioned that they would be getting a digital printer at the end of this month and that they would print the remaining issues of the Journal and that they would send them out at no cost.  That is what Kiran said, but that is not what Trent heard.  NewslettersInk is supposed to come here today at 12:30.  NewslettersInk complained that nobody in our industry wanted to advertise.  Trent does not believe it.  Newsletters has an outside salesperson that was handling the advertising who claimed he had called a long list of firms, but when Trent talked to them, they said they had not been called until a week before the Journal was supposed to be published and money had changed then.  Some had not been called at all, like ACEC, who had been prepared to take out a full-page ad.  We also need to discuss with them their obligation to the people to whom they sold advertising.  We may be on the hook for some postage for the Journals we have already picked up.  We need 2,000 more Journals to send them to everyone on the list.  NewslettersInk claims they have broken even until this year.

It is concerning the impact to the future of the Journal if this year’s is not sent out.  It has been nice to have a local company, but that is the only reason we would consider staying with NewslettersInk.  A local publisher would know local advertisers better.  
We have been using NewslettersInk for five years.  This is the first year this third-party contractor has worked on our account.  He is probably the problem.  He did not do his job.  He claims he called people when he did not.  NewslettersInk has no way of validating this guy’s records.  Out of the thousands of engineers and architects in the state, NewslettersInk is claiming that no one wants to advertise.

NewslettersInk claims they were expecting a much smaller Journal, such as 24 pages, and they claim the information was turned in too late.  Dannie said the information was turned in to them at the beginning of January.  Last year’s Journal was 56 pages, so why would they expect only 24 pages?  The Journal this year is 40 pages and has fewer ads.  Their price quotes also did not make sense.  Last year they called people early and this year people were calling Trent in January asking why they had not been called to buy an ad in the Journal.
If they still want to print the Journal for us, they will have to show us how they will correct the problems of this year.  We cannot let them represent us to our advertisers again if they do not make reparations.  Dale remembers that there was not supposed to be any cost to us when we first started with them.  If they do not show up today, it will be clear that they do not want our business and we will think about having to go a different direction.

6.
LICENSING BOARD AND UNIFORM BUILDING CODE COMMISSION NOMINATIONS – TRENT HUNT

The following nominations will be made from UEC based on the brief synopses of the resumes given at the meeting:

UBCC Education Advisory Committee – (new position) DOPL would like either a licensed architect or licensed professional engineer to serve on this committee:

Cliff Cole reported that this position has already been filled by an architect, even though the deadline in the letter is April 10, 2009, the same as all of the others.

Uniform Building Code Committee – David L. Pierson (professional engineer) is not eligible for reappointment to the Board

UEC will nominate Dannie Pollock, Justin Nasar and Steve Cohen for this position.
Professional Engineers and Professional Land Surveyors Licensing Board – Kim Harris (professional engineer/mechanical) is not eligible for reappointment to the Board.

There were four suggested nominees for this position.  We can only submit three, so there was a vote resulting as follows:
Paul Summers – 11

James Seale – 9

Robert J. Clayton – 11

Julie Ott – 11

Those with the three highest votes will be nominated by UEC, so James Seale was eliminated, but can be nominated by ASCE.

UBCC Plumbing/Health Advisory Committee – Nathan Lunstad (professional engineer) is eligible for reappointment to the Committee.

UEC will nominate Ray Moore for this position.

UBCC (Uniform Building Code Committee) Mechanical Advisory Committee – Wayne Clark Peterson (mechanical professional engineer) is eligible for reappointment to the Committee.

UEC will re-nominate Wayne Clark Peterson for this position.

7.
ELECTION OF NEXT YEAR’S OFFICERS – TRENT HUNT
The slate of nominees was slightly changed from last month.  It is as follows:

Treasurer:    Peter Tang

Vice-Chair:  Joe Martone

Chair:          Mike Buehner

Motion:
Dale Bennett moved to accept the slate of nominees as next year’s officers.  Mike Buehner seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.
8.
OTHER BUSINESS
We have several options with the Journal.  We could go electronic.  We have 3,700 that we could send out.  It would cost us ~$1,600 to $1700 for the postage.  It was asked if we have an obligation to send them out.   The organizations have had an opportunity to pick up Journals from Trent if they want them.  It would cost $3,600 to print the 2,000 additional Journals that we need to send them to everyone.  So, it will cost us several thousand dollars more to do this and would take us down to around $2,000 in our checking account, and we need money with which to operate in the fall.  Our responsibility to advertisers was questioned.  Trent feels that the responsibility lies with NewslettersInk.  However, it could hurt UEC a bit.  Perhaps advertisers should demand their money back if the Journal doesn’t get sent out.  UEC did not collect the money for the advertising, so it is NewslettersInk’s responsibility.  It was mentioned that having the UEC Journals in people’s hands is important.  Peter Tang mentioned that they have a Journal from two years ago that people thumb through in their office as they are waiting, and it gives UEC good exposure.
Trent had them take off $.42 per Journal for postage, so we only had to pay $1,220 to get them printed.  So now, we will still have to pay them $.42 per Journal to mail them.  Many felt that UEC has a responsibility to get the Journals into people’s hands, whether by mail, website or delivery.

David Cline compared this year’s Journal to last year’s Journal and feels like the things Newsletters is telling us are not adding up.  There is not a lot of difference – print size is smaller this year and there are not as many ads and it is only 40 pages this year compared to 56 pages last year.

It was asked if we have the original contract.  We do not know where it is.  Jim Belshe was the first Publication Chair to deal with NewslettersInk.  Kiran is not here and we cannot wait another month to take care of this problem.  We might need to have a lawyer write them a letter about this situation, but for now we need to take care of the Journals.  

We have four options as follows:
1. Mail out the 2,700 Journals that are still in the bags sorted by zip code
2. Re-label the thousand Journals whose labels were covered so they could be hand-distributed and mail those to their original address zip codes along with the 2,700 Journals that are still labeled and ready to go

3. Pay NewslettersInk an additional $5,600 to print 2,000 more Journals and mail out all 5,700 Journals

4. Distribute as people request a Journal at no cost.

The straw poll vote was for number 2:  Re-label the thousand Journals whose labels were covered and mail those to their original zip codes along with the 2,700 Journals that are still labeled and ready to go.

Trent will talk to Sophie to clear up the confusion.
9.         ADJOURNMENT
There was no motion to adjourn.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:27 p.m.

