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MINUTES OF THE


UTAH ENGINEERS COUNCIL


December 3, 2008 - 12:00 Noon


Van Boerum & Frank Associates


330 South 300 East, Salt Lake City, Utah

Members Present:




Members Absent:




Trent Hunt, Chair

ASHRAE 

Peter Tang


ITE



Joe Martone, Treasurer

SAME


Mike Norrie, 1st Past Chair
SAME
Mike Buehner, Vice-Chair 
SEAU


Tom Phelps


IESNA

Dale Bennett, 2nd Past Chair 
ACEC


 Lenard Barney


UCLS                      




Paul Oestreich


IEEE






Dan Church


USPE







Kiran Bhayani


AAEE






Cliff Cole


SEAU



Jim Thacher


AIAA                               

David Merrill


ASME                             
Micheal McKamey

ASCE

Marilyn Marshall

SWE

David Cline


SAME

Todd Rindlisbaker

ASHRAE

Susan Merrill


Executive Secretary       

1.
WELCOME – TRENT HUNT
Trent Hunt, UEC Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.
2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – November 5, 2008
Todd Rindlisbaker asked about the status of the proposed seminar.  In reading the minutes he thought it sounded as if it were already set.  The minutes just mentioned what was discussed. Nothing has been set for the seminar yet.  We will discuss this a little later in the meeting.
Motion:
Kiran Bhayani moved to approve the minutes.  Mike McKamey seconded the motion. The minutes were approved with two abstentions.

3.
FINANCIAL REPORT – JOE MARTONE
Joe Martone passed out a financial report to the Board.  Joe reported that most societies have paid their dues.  Those who have not yet paid are AAEE, IES and USPE.  Joe has received a few donations.  David Merrill would like Joe to send him a list of donations he has received.
4.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. E-Week – Mike Buehner:  Mike’s contact at the 23rd Floor is out of town, so he was not able to find out any more about the menu by today.  He will continue to try to contact her.  Mike is not sure when he will hear back about the proclamation signing by the Governor.  Trent said he probably won’t hear back until the day before it is scheduled – that is the way it happened last year.  Trent asked that people keep track of how they are doing their assignments so they can give that information to the next person who does their assignment.
B. Publication Committee – Kiran Bhayani:  Kiran has received only two articles so far.  CH2MHill has promised to send him an article.  Van Boerum & Frank has also committed to write one or two articles.  Trent would like to hear from IEEE.  David said ASME has committed to write an article.  IEEE and AIAA have sent their mailing lists, but Kiran still needs the lists from all of the other societies.
C. Fund-raising – David Merrill:  The fund-raising letter has been sent.  David has approached Northrup-Grumman about being a banquet sponsor.  The letters went out November 14 to the people and companies on our database.  Susan will send the letter and form to the Board members.  If they will forward it to anyone they think would be interested in donating, we would appreciate it.
D. Membership – Paul Oestreich:  Trent talked to the ASPE president yesterday.  Brad was not able to attend the ASPE board meeting, so he has not been able to talk to the board yet about UEC membership.  But the ASPE president sounds interested.  Paul needs a contact for the chemical engineers.
Dale Bennett asked if anyone knew of UEC equivalent organizations in other western states, such as Nevada, Wyoming, Arizona, etc.  He suggested it might be helpful to contact them and see what is going on in other states to spur some ideas of what else we could be doing here in Utah.  David Cline offered to check on this for us.  We could offer membership in our organization in exchange for membership in theirs.  We also might gain knowledge about other potential member societies.
E. Awards Committee – Mike Norrie:  Mike was not in attendance, but has received a number of nominations.  BHB consulting nominated a person for Fresh Faces.  The problem is that the person who was nominated is a member of SEAU and ASCE.  However, both of these societies have already nominated their own candidates, and there can only be one per society.  ACEC also has a nominee.  Since Cliff is acquainted with BHB, he will contact them to see if this person is a member of any other societies.  There are not very many nominees for educator, but there are several for engineer of the year.  All of the categories requested on the nomination form are weighed in the award choice.  The way a nomination is submitted makes a huge difference.  It is important that all of the questions are answered clearly.  It is nice to have the form and a bio, but don’t make it too long.  Three letters of recommendation are required.  Answering the questions in order makes it easier for the committee.
F. Scholarship Committee – Joe Martone:  Joe has a committee in place ready to review applications.  It was suggested that Joe send a follow-up e-mail to the universities to be sure they have sent out the information and that they submit more than one application.  They cannot submit more than seven.
G. Legislative Committee – Micheal McKamey:  Mike invited Clark Caras from GOED to the banquet, but Mr. Caras has chosen not to come.  He also invited the governor’s science advisor to the banquet. Mike attended the DOPL board meeting.  There was nothing new to report.  If anyone knows the state science advisor, please let Micheal know and follow-up with the invitation to the banquet.  The advisor and a guest are invited to the banquet.  We should probably contact other society legislative committees to see if there is information that should be shared with all of our member societies.
5.
UNIVERSITY ENGINEERING COMPETITION SPONSORSHIP – DAN CHURCH
Dan reported that a couple of months ago he received a request for contributions to the NASA Engineering Competition from a previous USPE scholarship winner.  She attends Utah State University studying mechanical engineering.  The Utah State students have qualified for the NASA engineering competition in January and are looking for funds to help them travel to the competition.  Dan has lost contact with her, but will try to locate her if we are interested in donating to the cause.
Motion:
Dan Church moved that UEC make a $500 contribution to the Utah State University engineering team to attend the NASA engineering competition in January.  Mike McKamey seconded the motion.
Utah State is the only school going to the competition.  They qualify regularly for this competition.  There was some concern about the precedence that it would set if we give money to this cause.  Some felt that we should use our excess money for the betterment of engineering in Utah.  Supporting Utah State in this effort would be doing that.  It was asked if any societies objected to this donation?  For example, would the civil engineers be upset if we support the mechanical engineers?  There are other engineering competitions that might want our support as well.  We could offer different levels of support and approve the requests on a case by case basis.  Some felt that if UEC has money available, they should be willing to support these causes if it furthers the engineering profession in Utah.  We could budget a certain amount of money each year to fulfill requests such as this.  Dan forwarded this request to UEC because the UEC Board was discussing how to use its excess money.  We need to make sure that we keep enough reserve money to cover any shortfalls with the banquet that may occur.   Mike Buehner suggested that we ask the Utah State students to provide us with more information about the competition, what it takes to get there, how much money they need to raise in order to get there, etc. and make their request more formal.  Dan Church thinks they are trying to raise at least $5,000.  Dan will follow-up with them on these questions.

Amended Motion:
Kiran Bhayani moved to amend the previous motion to say there will be a committee of three people to review the request for funds.  This committee is authorized by the UEC Board to approve a donation of up to $500 to the Utah State University engineering students to attend the NASA engineering competition depending on the research done by Dan Church about the NASA engineering competition and the needs of the Utah State students.  The motion was unanimously approved.
6.
JOINT STUDENT SECTION MEMBERSHIP IDEAS – TRENT HUNT

This item was skipped.
7.
OTHER BUSINESS

Todd Rindlisbaker reported briefly on his conference in Seattle about the integrated design process.  The first day was mostly about what the process was and the second day was on how to facilitate the integrated design process.  Todd found out who was sponsoring it and who was teaching it.  The difficulty in bringing it here is the cost.  It would cost about $11,000 to bring the two speakers here to put on the conference.  The group has three teams of two speakers that cover different regions in the northwest – Seattle, Oregon and British Columbia.  Todd has received the most positive feedback on the possibility of a half-day technical workshop with a luncheon.  The first two hours could be about the process and the last two hours could be about the facilitation of the process.  The lunch presentation could be one hour on the legal contracts.  AIA has the documents to support that process and they could have somebody discuss the documents and how a typical contract works.  Todd would like to find possible venues.  Todd asked how many people would most likely attend.  The venue they are currently looking at only holds 100 people at Intermountain Medical Center.  Trent felt that ASHRAE alone would fill it up and that a larger venue would be needed.  AIA will probably have a lot of people as well.  Trent suggested someplace at the U of U or the Clark Planetarium.  This is something ASHRAE wants to do for their February meeting.  UEC might have to do it at a later time because it will need to be bigger for us.
The next UEC Board meeting is scheduled for January 7, 2009.  However, Trent will be out of town and feels it is important that he be at the meeting.  He would like to move the meeting to January14, 2009.  No one had objections, so the next meeting will be on January 14, 2009 at the same time.

PowerPoint – Joe Martone asked if UEC has a PowerPoint presentation to explain its purposes and benefits.  Currently we just have those on the website.  So, Trent put together a PowerPoint presentation about the purposes and benefits of UEC, which he passed around.  He would like everyone to review it and give him feedback at the January meeting.  Let him know what changes or updates should be made.  Trent would like to make it concise, but informative so the presentation takes about 5 minutes. This could be used to educate our members about UEC.
8.         ADJOURNMENT
Motion:
Micheal McKamey moved to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:08 p.m.

