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MINUTES OF THE


UTAH ENGINEERS COUNCIL


January 14, 2009 - 12:00 Noon


Van Boerum & Frank Associates


330 South 300 East, Salt Lake City, Utah

Members Present:




Members Absent:




Trent Hunt, Chair

ASHRAE 

Todd Rindlisbaker

ASHRAE



Joe Martone, Treasurer

SAME


Mike Norrie, 1st Past Chair
SAME
Mike Buehner, Vice-Chair 
SEAU


Tom Phelps


IESNA

Dale Bennett, 2nd Past Chair 
ACEC


 Lenard Barney


UCLS                      

Paul Oestreich


IEEE





Dan Church


USPE







Kiran Bhayani


AAEE






Peter Tang


ITE



Jim Thacher


AIAA                               

David Merrill


ASME                             
Micheal McKamey

ASCE

Marilyn Marshall

SWE

David Cline


SAME

Jeremiah Jones


IEEE

John Coffey


SEAU

Dannie Pollock


AAEE

Tami Goetz


GOED

Susan Merrill


Executive Secretary       

1.
WELCOME – TRENT HUNT
Trent Hunt, UEC Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:08 p.m.  He welcomed Tami Goetz, Utah Science Advisor from GOED, to the meeting as well as others who had not been in attendance before.  Jeremiah Jones will be the new UEC representative from IEEE.  John Coffey was filling in for Cliff Cole from SEAU.
2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – December 3, 2008
Motion:
Kiran Bhayani moved to approve the minutes.  Dan Church seconded the motion. The minutes were approved unanimously.
3.
FINANCIAL REPORT – JOE MARTONE
Joe passed out a current financial report.  AAEE and IES still have not paid their dues.  Some donations have come in.

4.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. E-Week – Mike Buehner:  Mike has the E-week proclamation signed by Governor Huntsman.  It will be published in the Journal.  The original was given to Susan.  Mike said he will not be printing tickets this year because we really don’t use them, anyway.  He will keep a list of seats sold for the banquet and will keep track of the payments.  He would like the UEC representatives to e-mail him with names of banquet attendees and he would like the payments to be sent directly to Joe Martone.  A table seats eight people.  Mike will choose the menu soon.  It will be a self-serve buffet.  There was some discussion about how many banquet tickets should be provided to each of the three universities for students.  The following final motion was made:


Motion:
Mike Buehner moved to have UEC give a total of five tickets to each university to whom UEC awards scholarships (Brigham Young University, University of Utah and Utah State University).  These five tickets would include two tickets to be given to the scholarship winner and a guest of that winner and the other three would go to random engineering students.  Joe Martone seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.

Parking for the banquet is not included in the meal price.  Mike thinks it is about $2.  UEC will include parking in the cost of the banquet ticket.  Trax also stops right by the Wells Fargo building, so that would be an option for people as well. 


Dr. Belk sent a letter of acceptance to be the banquet speaker.

B. Publication Committee – Kiran Bhayani:  Kiran passed out a list of Journal items he has received and items he still needs to receive.  He is missing mailing lists from IES, ITE, ACEC, ASME and ASHRAE.  He needs these right away.  He also needs an article and picture from the UEC chair, award nominee pictures, scholarship winner information from last year, donor list, and articles and pictures of last year’s award winners.  Kiran would like each society to send him updated logos and officer information to be printed in the Journal.  He also needs a picture and biography of Dr. Belk and this year’s MESA teacher winner.  Kiran is still accepting articles if anyone would like to submit.  He needs this by Friday so the electronic draft of the Journal can be made ready by Monday, January 19.
(At this point, due to the time, items 5 and 6 on the agenda were discussed, but will remain in agenda order in the minutes.)

C. Fund-raising – David Merrill:  David reported that this year’s fund-raising efforts have not been as successful as last year.  So far he has only raised $1,550 of a goal of $8,600.  The $1,550 does not include banquet sponsorship.  He has only been able to get one co-sponsor of $1,500 – CDM has agreed to co-sponsor the banquet.  He is hoping to find another co-sponsor for the other $1,500.  David Cline agreed to help find a co-sponsor.
D. Membership – Paul Oestreich: Paul has contacted Curtis Beck, chair of AICHE (American Institute of Chemical Engineers).  Mr. Beck has shown interest in joining UEC, but was not able to attend today’s meeting.  He may attend next month.
E. Awards Committee – Mike Norrie:  Mike was not able to attend today, but reported by e-mail that he has the award nomination packets being reviewed by his committee and will have the award selections completed by the end of the month.  Plaques will be ordered.
F. Scholarship Committee – Joe Martone:  Joe reported that applications have been received and were distributed to his committee today.  The winners will be chosen by next week.
G. Legislative Committee – Micheal McKamey:  Mike had nothing to report.
5.
UNIVERSITY ENGINEERING COMPETITION SPONSORSHIP – DAN CHURCH
Dan Church withdrew his motion to give financial support to the university engineering competition.  
After talking with the person who made the request, he learned that they have secured the funding they need for this year and anything donated at this point would go towards next year’s competition.
6.
FIRST PROGRAM – TAMI GOETZ, UTAH SCIENCE ADVISOR

Tami Goetz, the Utah Science Advisor from the governor’s office, spoke with the group about the FIRST Program, a four-tier robotics competition for varying age groups through high school.  The fourth tier is the most expensive.  The state of Utah is one of the few states that does not have an official organized FIRST program.  GOED is trying to organize a State-level FIRST organization with the help of the regional FIRST coordinator, Richard Anderson.  Richard has established a 501(c)3 through FIRST to help raise money to support FIRST teams in the region which includes Utah, Idaho, Montana and Nevada.   West High School is trying to do the FIRST program on its own.  She suggested that this would be a good place for UEC to get involved.  (A link to the FIRST website is included here for more information about FIRST - http://www.usfirst.org/who/content.aspx?id=160)  
Tami also mentioned that GOED (Governor’s Office of Economic Development) has given a grant to help facilitate the staging of an Expanding Your Horizions workshop in Salt Lake City.  This is a workshop for middle and high school girls to encourage their pursuit of science, technology, engineering and mathematics as careers.  The event will be on April 25 at Northwest Middle School in the Salt Lake School District.  The GOED grant will cover everything except food and hospitality.  Any donations to help with this would be appreciated and they need volunteers as well.

Tami also mentioned the MESA/STEP scholarships that are available and how budget cuts might endanger this program.

7.
WEST HIGH SCHOOL ROBOTICS COMPETITION – MICHEAL MCKAMEY

Mike reported a little further on West High School’s participation in the FIRST robotics competition.  Their project must be completed by the end of February so it can be shipped to Las Vegas to the competition.  They are using LabView software to design it.  They need engineer volunteers to help them after school on Mondays and Wednesdays at 2:00 p.m. for the next month.  It was suggested that maybe college students might be able to have more time to spend with the students.  Dan McGuire is the physics teacher at West High School.  People who can help should contact him at 578-8500. ASME and IEEE were asked to look into the possibility of being the state representative for the FIRST program.
8.
OTHER BUSINESS

David Cline has been checking on other engineers councils in other states.  He has information that he will e-mail to the board to give us ideas on how we can expand our membership and help each other.  Most of the councils he located were in western states.
Trent reported that he has received quite a bit of feedback on his PowerPoint presentation regarding the benefits and purposes of UEC.  It would cost about $4,000 to have it done professionally, and that is too expensive for us.  It was suggested that we could have a contest for students to put together a presentation with a small monetary reward for the winner.  We will discuss it at a future meeting.

9.         ADJOURNMENT
Motion:
Micheal McKamey moved to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:21 p.m.

