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MINUTES OF THE


UTAH ENGINEERS COUNCIL


March 7, 2007 - 12:00 Noon


Van Boerum & Frank Associates

330 South 300 East, Salt Lake City, Utah

Members Present:





Members Absent:

Dan Church


USPE


Dale Bennett, Chair


UCLS
Michael Smith


ACEC


Michael Norrie, Vice-Chair

SAME


David Merrill


ASME


Trent Hunt, Treasurer

ASHRAE

Mike Buehner


SEAU


Paul Oestreich, 1st Past Chair

IEEE

Kiran Bhayani


AAEE


Linda Bachmeier, 2nd Past Chair
SWE

Ken Randle


AIAA


Bob Davis 


ASCE
Susan Merrill


Executive Secretary
Matt Clark


UCLS







Tom Boschert


ITE







Tom Phelps


IESNA







Mark Callister


ASHRAE







Linda Muir


GOED

1.
WELCOME
Since there were no UEC officers in attendance, the meeting informally began at 12:14 p.m.
2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – February 7, 2007
Motion:

Dan Church moved to approve the minutes.  Ken Randle seconded the motion.  The minutes were unanimously approved.

3.
FINANCIAL REPORT – TRENT HUNT
Trent was not in attendance.
4.             COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

A.
E-Week – Mike Norrie:  Mike was not in attendance but reported to Susan in an e-mail that 197 banquet tickets were sold and we paid for 200 meals.  Many people commented to Mike on how nice the venue was.  Ken Randle asked why no coffee was served.  No one knew, but we’ll bring it up at the next meeting.
Kiran feels that the E-Week banquet needs more publicity, especially among student chapters.  He did receive some feedback that indicated that $22.50 is too much for a student to be able to afford.  We may want to discuss this next year.  It was discussed that perhaps Sponsor-a-student could help pay for more or all of the admission price for a certain number of students.  We also have to cover our costs.  Some societies subsidize their tickets and may be able to give students a better deal.   It was mentioned that In the past, students came with displays but didn’t eat because they usually couldn’t afford it.  Ken Randle mentioned that Colvin Engineering donated money to Sponsor-a-student with the intent that they fully pay for a certain number of students to attend the banquet.  Ken does not know if that happened, but it should have because that was the intent.  We should do a financial analysis to determine if we really needed to charge $45.  Susan suggested that these things be brought up at the April meeting in hopes that more people, including the Executive Committee, will be in attendance.  Mike and Trent need to confirm with the Board the final costs of the banquet.  Next year we could offer each university a certain number of tickets covered by Sponsor-a-student funds so that students who come with a display can actually eat at the banquet.   The societies do supply tickets for their nominees, but we’re not sure what was done for the scholarship winners and their guests.  We’ll ask Trent about that in April.  We used to pay each university $200 to come to the banquet and set up displays.  That has somehow gotten lost the past few years, but probably needs to be reinstated.

The MESA teacher this year received $500 instead of the traditional $100.  This amount was not budgeted and probably should have been Board approved.   This was a big jump. This is another thing we need to discuss at the April meeting.


B.
Publication Committee – Kiran Bhayani:  Kiran would like Susan to post the Journal on the web site.  The Journal looked very nice.  However, the information for ITE and IES were inadvertently omitted.  It was very difficult to get the mailing lists, especially ASCE’s.  Kiran delayed the Journal in an effort to get ASCE’s list because it is such a big society.  It was suggested that next year, if we have similar problems, we just use the list from the previous year.

C.
Fund-raising Committee – Bob Davis:   Bob Davis was not in attendance.  Ken Randle passed out a final fund-raising report.  Several checks are still in the mail.  The Energy Solutions check is supposed to be in the mail.  Ken would like to see that all UEC contributors receive a copy of the Journal.  Kiran suggested to Ken that next year his list of contributors be given to the publisher to add to the master mailing list so we don’t have to take care of it after the fact.  It will be cheaper and easier that way.  Susan will send Journals to contributors who did not receive a copy when Ken gives her the list.  The total fund-raising amount, including banquet sponsors, is $8645.00.


D.
Membership Committee – Mike Buehner:  The new ASPE chair is Suzanne Kocherhanz at Heath Engineering.  Mike sent her an invitation to join UEC along with a copy of the purposes of UEC, the by-laws, dues information, etc.  Mike will call her to follow-up.


E.
Awards Committee – Paul Oestreich:  Paul was not in attendance but confirmed with Susan the following award winners for historical purposes:

Engineer of the Year 2007 – Barry Kay Arnold, SEAU

Engineering Educator of the Year 2007 – Marc Bodson, IEEE

Fresh Faces of Engineering 2007 – Aliceson Nicole Dusang, SAME

MESA Teacher/Advisor of the Year 2007 – Cheryl Dearing, Clark N. Johnsen Jr. High School, Tooele School District


F.
Scholarship Committee – Trent Hunt:  Trent was not in attendance and will need to report at the April meeting on the scholarship winners’ names and schools.

G.
Legislative Committee:  No committee.

H.
Nominating Committee:  Linda Bachmeier was not able to attend.  She informed Susan of the following slate of nominees:


UEC Chair – Michael Norrie



UEC Vice-Chair – Trent Hunt


UEC Treasurer - Mike Buehner  (Mike was unsure about being able to commit to the 5-year track, but in a 


later e-mail expressed his willingness to serve and to commit to the 5 years.)
5.
LICENSING BOARD AND UNIFORM BUILDING CODE COMMISSION NOMINATIONS

It was mentioned that other societies may have an interest in who is being nominated for Board positions and that the nominees should be presented to the UEC Board for approval before being submitted.  The others present agreed and it was decided that the nominations that had been requested from ASHRAE and SEAU should be brought before the UEC Board for approval and submission by UEC.  Susan received another request for a professional electrical engineer.  The Board would like IEEE to submit their nomination suggestions to the Board at the April meeting and if any other societies would like to have input, they may at that time.  Mike said all three UBCC Board member nominations that were given to SEAU for nomination are eligible to return and SEAU would recommend that they be renewed.  Mike will bring the forms to the April meeting so they can be approved by the UEC Board.  The nominations are due April 13, 2007.
6.
OTHER BUSINESS


Mike Buehner reported that in next year’s legislative session, SEAU is hoping to get a bill sponsored to create separate licenses for structural engineers.  SEAU would like to know if any other societies are opposed to that.  There would be a grandfather clause included in it so that someone’s career wouldn’t be taken away as they are practicing it presently.  There would be stipulations as to what types of buildings would require structural engineers; i.e. schools and hospitals.  There is already a separate test in place, but it is not recognized in the state of Utah as a required license for special structures. Those who take this test put “SE” after their names instead of “PE.”  You have to be a PE first and then you can go for SE.  What is in place now is a title act. You can say you are a certified structural engineer because you passed the test, but the state of Utah does not care if you are an SE or a PE for what type of work you do.  SEAU wants the state of Utah to care if there is a structural engineer working on certain types of complex buildings.  Oregon, Washington, Illinois, Hawaii, Nevada and California have those types of distinctions.  They have similar restrictions, but Illinois is the most restrictive of the states – anything but single family homes must have a structural engineer.  However, California only requires schools and hospitals.
Mike said SEAU is changing its UEC delegate appointment method.  It used to be that a certain year appointment of a board member was automatically a UEC delegate and that delegate would serve for a year and then the next person would serve, so there has not really been any continuity and SEAU’s help on the UEC board has been limited.  SEAU changed their by-laws to say that the UEC delegate would be an appointed position rather than an automatic Board position.  However, the UEC by-laws say a UEC delegate “should be a present officer or member of the board of directors of the local chapter of their society” (Article III).   Since it says “should” and not “must,” SEAU wants to know if this arrangement is acceptable.  David Merrill mentioned that the desire is to make it so the UEC Board has authority, so each Board member needs to have authority from his or her society.  SEAU feels they can serve UEC better if its UEC delegate can serve for more than one year.  The Board members present felt that if a delegate comes with the power to act in authority for his or her society, it is probably okay if he or she is not a Board member of that society.  However, they felt it would be wise to bring this up again in our April meeting so we can hopefully have more input on the matter.
7.          ADJOURNMENT
Motion:
Ken Randle moved to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:04 p.m.
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