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MINUTES OF THE


UTAH ENGINEERS COUNCIL


March 5, 2008 - 12:00 Noon


Van Boerum & Frank Associates


330 South 300 East, Salt Lake City, Utah

Members Present:




Members Absent:




Trent Hunt, Vice-Chair

ASHRAE 

Tom Boschert


ITE



Mike Buehner, Treasurer
SEAU 


Linda Bachmeier

SWE




Dale Bennett, 1st Past Chair
ACEC/UCLS

Steve Maughan


ASME



Kiran Bhayani


AAEE


Tom Phelps


IESNA
Mark Callister


ASHRAE                        Shaun Packer


SEAU

Joe Martone


SAME                            Michael Norrie, Chair

SAME
Paul Oestreich, 2nd Past Chair
IEEE                              Michael McKamey

ASCE

David Merrill


ASME                            Lenard Barney


UCLS

Dan Church


USPE                             

Jim Thacher


AIAA


Susan Merrill


Executive Secretary      








1.
WELCOME – TRENT HUNT
Trent Hunt, UEC Vice-Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:08 p.m.  Mike Norrie was not able to attend today.
2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – February 6, 2008
Motion:
Joe Martone moved to approve the minutes.  Dale Bennett seconded the motion. The minutes were unanimously approved.

3.
FINANCIAL REPORT – MIKE BUEHNER

Mike Buehner reported that 285 banquet tickets were sold.  After students, seniors, free tickets, etc. we have a total ticket revenue due of $10,620.00 of which he has received $6,135.00 plus about $1,000 at today’s meeting.  Mike will figure out who has not yet paid.
We have $10,000 in the bank after banquet expenses are paid.  We have $3,879 in savings and $3,201 in the scholarship fund.  We received a couple of donations just after the banquet.  Energy Solutions donated $1,000 for the general fund.

Mike said we have to file with the IRS regarding our 501(c)(3) status.  Mike will check into it and see what needs to be done.  It was suggested that he contact Ken Randle for information about what needs to be done.

It was asked if we should move some money from checking into savings or a CD.  We need to be careful about how we handle it in relation to our 501(c)(3) status.  We will discuss it again in future meetings.
Trent asked if we ever received a bill for the tables and chairs.  Mike did not receive a separate bill.  It was supposed to be $5 per table and $1 per chair.  Trent will contact Capitol Preservation about the bill.

The sound at the banquet was pretty good considering the venue.  It was much better than the Rio Grande.

4.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

A.
E-Week – Trent Hunt:  Trent thanked everyone for helping with the banquet, especially Joe Martone.  Most people Trent talked to were pleased with the banquet and said the sound improved as the program went on.  ATK Launch Systems offered to speak at our banquet next year about what is going on in space exploration.  Trent will talk with Mike Buehner about this for next year.
Trent mentioned that he had intended to let the award winners say a few words at the podium, but he did not do this.  He also forgot to get a gift certificate for the speaker and ended up giving him a check instead.  Next year Mike would like to have a table list as well as a list in alphabetical order to make things a little easier at banquet check-in.  The corrections on the awards have been taken care of.  Fresh Faces was put on about four of the engineer of the year nominee plaques.

B.
Publication Committee – Kiran Bhayani:  Kiran asked for feedback.  It was mentioned that one of the Fresh Faces nominee pictures had the wrong name, but most people said it was really good.  Some people thought that page numbers were missing, but as we looked at the Journal, the page numbers are on the side of the page rather than the bottom.  It was suggested that it was the best Journal we have done.
Kiran mentioned that page 3 was sold by the publisher to an advertiser, but was supposed to be reserved for the banquet sponsor, so some adjustment was needed.  Kiran suggested that we more strongly encourage IES and ITE to participate with us.  He received no feedback from them regarding the Journal.

C.
Fund-raising Committee – David Merrill:  Mike Buehner mentioned that he received two or three checks just after the banquet for donations.  One of them was the Energy Solutions check for $1,000.  He will send David the updated information.  Trent asked if David would be the fund-raising chair next year.  David said he will do it again next year, but would like to train someone to take over from there.

D.
Membership Committee – Shaun Packer:  Shaun was not in attendance.

E.
Awards Committee – Dale Bennett:  The names of the awards winners are as follows:


Engineer of the Year – Julie Ott



Engineering Educator of the Year – Paul Tikalsky


Fresh Faces in Engineering – Justin Nadauld



MESA Teacher of the Year – Jennifer Howell, South Jordan Middle School


Scholarship winners:



Spencer Harding – BYU



Peter Sommerkorn – U of U



Eric Monson – USU

It was asked why all of the winners were from SEAU.  Dale mentioned that there were no SEAU members on the committee and it just happened to work out that way.

F.
Scholarship Committee – Mike Buehner:  It was suggested that we think about increasing the scholarship amount next year, perhaps to $1,500.  It has not been very long since we increased to three scholarships, so we need to be careful about increasing our commitment.  It was also suggested that we look at other universities, like Utah Valley University.  
Joe Martone mentioned that every year SAME sponsors a high school student to spend a week at the Air Force Academy doing engineering activities.  Last year they only had two nominees.  SAME would like to advertise that activity so they can generate more interest.  Susan will put the information on the website when she receives it.  It was suggested that we need to have university coordinators again to have better communication between UEC and the universities.  Mike said that next year if we contact the universities earlier, we’ll have better success in getting information from them for the Journal and for setting up displays at the banquet.  Our having the banquet at the beginning of E-Week apparently presented some problem with the universities in that they had not yet determined E-Week contest winners who could be sent to the banquet.
It was suggested that perhaps in the future we have a position that is not part of the Treasurer duties for a university coordinator.  Trent mentioned that there was some miscommunication with the universities about student banquet tickets.

G.
Legislative Committee:  SEAU’s sponsored bill for a structural engineer practice act has passed in both houses and is waiting for the Governor’s signature.  There was some opposition from rural engineers.  It is a separate license for structural engineers which requires two more tests and is for large office buildings, essential facilities such as hospitals, and schools.
It was mentioned that ACEC had a desire to be involved in the SEAU bill in order to further some of their efforts, but somehow did not know about it in time to slide their changes through with the SEAU bill.  Mike Buehner said Mike Smith knew about SEAU’s efforts a year ago, but apparently it wasn’t discussed enough for ACEC to make a formal request for assistance.  


H.
Nominating Committee – Paul Oestreich:  Paul reported that Joe Martone of SAME has agreed to run for the position of UEC Treasurer
5.
LICENSING BOARD AND UNIFORM BUILDING CODE COMMISSION NOMINATIONS
Since the position available is for an electrical engineer and no other societies have expressed an interest in submitting a nominee, IEEE will submit a nominee.
6.
OTHER BUSINESS


Dale Bennett mentioned that he is on the Ethics Committee for ACEC and they would like to help educate engineers better about ethics.  Dale would like some feedback at our next meeting about what classes or programs or other things each organization has regarding ethics that would help in this effort.  He would like to know if there is a need to put together something more generic for all engineers than is being done now.
It was mentioned that USPE has an Order of the Engineer ceremony once a year.  Dan Church is the chair of that this year and will get the information to Susan.  The ceremony will be on April 26, but the rings have to be ordered by March 28.  The ceremony includes the history of the Order of the Engineer in the U.S., then you make a pledge of dedication as an engineer for public safety, and you receive the ring that goes on the little finger of your working hand.  This ceremony usually kicks off the USPE annual conference.

A number of organizations have ethics committees that could provide information to ACEC.

Trent asked if newsletters are being sent to Susan.  SAME has been sending their newsletter regularly.  Susan has been receiving some information. Susan has been sending out e-mails to the Board announcing events and providing a link to the Events page.

7.         ADJOURNMENT
Motion:
Dan Church moved to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:04 p.m.

