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MINUTES OF THE

UTAH ENGINEERS COUNCIL

March 3, 2010 - 12:00 Noon
CDM

50 West 300 South, Salt Lake City, Utah

Members Present:




Members Absent:




Mike Buehner, Chair
 
SEAU 


Mike Norrie, 2nd Past Chair
SAME



Joe Martone, Vice-Chair

SAME


Ken Hamblin


UCLS




Peter Tang, Treasurer

ITE


Todd Rindlisbaker

ASHRAE



Jim Thacher


AIAA                               Dannie Pollock


AAEE
Trent Hunt, 1st Past Chair
ASHRAE
Rachel McQuillen

ACEC


Bret Christiansen

ASPE

John Richardson

ASME
Dan Church


USPE                             


Leslie Hugo


SWE

David Cline


SAME

Brian Warner


ASCE 

Kiran Bhayani


AAEE

Jeremiah Jones


IEEE

John Coffey


SEAU

Michael Smith


ACEC

Susan Merrill


Executive Secretary       

1.
WELCOME – MIKE BUEHNER
Mike Buehner, UEC Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.
2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – February 3, 2010
Motion:
Joe Martone moved to approve the minutes. Kiran Bhayani seconded the motion. The minutes were unanimously approved.

3.
FINANCIAL REPORT – PETER TANG
Peter has had a difficult time with the money-tracking for the banquet and donations.  It has been difficult for him to figure out with some of the checks how much is going for what.  Peter passed out a budget that shows money brought in and expenses that we have paid.  The MESA teacher has not been paid yet.  Peter will mail her a check.  It will take some time for all of the money to come in.  We need to try to figure out who owes what and send out invoices.  If someone made a reservation and did not show up, they still need to pay for their tickets.  Peter will need to separate the donation numbers so we can see how much went to scholarships, how much to sponsor-a-student, and how much to the general fund.  Most of the board is willing to help sort things out in order to help Peter figure out the finances.  Next year we need to ask for more help from the society representatives to help track the ticket sales.  190 people checked in, but Peter is thinks there were some who did not check in.
4.
COMMITTEE REPORTS


A.  E-Week Committee - Joe Martone:  In general, the feedback from the banquet was good.  People enjoyed moving around and they enjoyed the guitar player.  The displays were good and they were appreciated.  A couple of problems Joe heard about:  parking became a problem and the food was running out by 7:30.  From the caterer's perspective, everything went fine.  However, often an hors d'oevres setting is followed by a sit-down dinner, so perhaps the caterer should have made adjustments.
Joe thanked everyone who helped with the banquet.  The caterer purchased the beer and wine for us.  Any that was not consumed was given to Joe, so he has about 15 bottles of wine and 60 bottles of beer left.  Mike suggested that if any delegates are interested in having these for an event, to contact Joe.  Some people showed up and thought their society had paid for them, but they had not, so we need to figure out how to deal with that.

We paid for more meals than there were people who attended, but it was observed that many people taking far more than they probably should have, so that is probably why the food ran out.


B.  Fund-raising - Mike Buehner:  Mike is going to try some new avenues.  Rio Tinto says they are resuming charitable donations and has a website link where requests can be made.  Mike will pursue that as well as some other companies.


C.  Membership Committee - John Richardson:  John passed around a list of professional engineering societies.  He has indicated if they have a Utah connection and if he has a contact name.  He forgot to put UCLS on the list.  Some of these organizations have a regional section rather than a Utah section, but our by-laws state that they must have a Utah section or chapter.  Some of these organizations have an affiliation with a university.  Our meetings run from September through May.  John may invite some prospective members to our meeting in May and he will let the council know if he is going to do that.  John will send an electronic copy of this list to Susan.


D.  Awards Committee - Trent Hunt:  For historical purposes, he award winners were:
Clark Peterson - Lifetime Achievement Award

Dan Christensen, IEEE - Engineer of the Year

Brian Jensen, ASME, BYU - Educator of the Year

Lt. Kathryn Marron - Fresh Faces in Engineering

Trent said the trophy shop messed up on the awards three times, but they were good about fixing their mistakes.  Trent said it really helped to have input from a lot of people on the awards.  It really separated the winners.  Trent will have people sign up for the awards committee at the April meeting to discuss any changes to be made in the criteria for the awards winners.  The decisions will then be presented at the May meeting.


E.  Scholarship Committee - Peter Tang:  (Received later in an e-mail)

Catherine McDonald, Cottonwood High School - MESA Teacher of the Year

Scholarship winners:  BYU - Marina Samuels; U of U - Jacob Warner; USU - Alex Hatch.


F.  Legislative Committee - Micheal McKamey:  Brian Warner had nothing to report on behalf of Micheal McKamey.  
John Richardson mentioned the possibility of having some opportunity in promoting technical development in the state of Utah in the form of a "Think Tank."  It is where groups of engineers get together and consider identifying two or three of the greatest issues in the state of Utah and talk about technical needs.  The output is sometimes in the form of suggestions and enlightenment.  The risk in doing that is proprietary issues that may hamper the free exchange of information.  It may be a possible way of helping direct some of the issues Utah faces.  The chemical engineers have organizations like this where they address various issues.  If we as a Utah council could identify some of Utah's challenges, we may be able to come up with some ideas to solve them.  Sustainability is one issue that could be discussed. 

Leslie Hugo mentioned two bills in the legislature that might be of interest to the Council.  One is a house bill on sustainability and the other is HB145 allowing schools, churches, etc. to take advantage of third-party financing to purchase renewable energy sources.  Leslie will e-mail the bills to Susan and she will distribute them.
It was mentioned that there is a local chapter of USGEC.  They were invited to join UEC last year.  Steve Connor is on the board.  Dave Engle is the chairman this year.



G.  Publication Committee - Kiran Bhayani:  Kiran said the Journals were supposed to be mailed.  He has not had any feedback yet and no one on the board has seen one come in the mail yet.  There were some difficulties getting the Journal to press relating to last-minute submissions and software problems.  There were issues between how the Journal looked on the screen and how it ended up on the printed page.  It did not come out looking the same.  We need to try to get things submitted sooner.  We also need to have several people proof-read it like we used to do.  In the past we have sent out an electronic copy to the Board for review before it went to press.


H.  Nominating Committee - Michael Norrie:  Mike Norrie was not able to attend.  Trent Hunt reported that the nominating committee has two names to present to the Board for Treasurer for next year.  The two names are Jeremiah Jones and Leslie Hugo.  The final vote will happen at the April Board meeting.  The nominees need to be informed of the expectations and commitment for the position before the election.  The Treasurer is responsible for handling the money and for the scholarship.  Usually the vice-chair handles the banquet reservations.  This year was an exception.  In the summer there will be an Audit meeting to audit the books.  Being on the Executive Committee is a five-year commitment.  The first year you are the Treasurer, the second year you are the Vice-Chair and handle the E-Week awards banquet.  The third year you become the Chair and oversee all of the activities and preside at the Board meetings.  The fourth year you are the First Past-Chair and are in charge of the awards.  The fifth year you are the Second Past-Chair and are in charge of the Nominating Committee for the next year's Treasurer and help on the Scholarship Committee.

Peter wanted to know if the scholarship could be handled by someone else since it happens at the same time as everything else.  The by-laws would have to be changed in order to do that.  It was suggested that the Treasurer still chair the committee, but delegate the bulk of the responsibility to another committee member.


5.
LICENSING BOARD AND UNIFORM BUILDING CODE COMMISSION NOMINATIONS
The DOPL has requested nominations for the following positions;

UBCC Mechanical Advisory Committee - the term of Ray W. Moore expires and he is not eligible for reappointment.
Professional Engineers and Professional Land Surveyors Licensing Board - the term of Gary E. Knighton expires in June.  Mr. Knighton is eligible for reappointment.
Professional Engineers and Professional Land Surveyors Licensing Board - the term of Norman L. Bennion expires in June.  Mr. Bennion is eligible for reappointment.

We have the privilege of presenting three names for nominations for each of these positions.  Susan will e-mail the letters to each society representative and ask for recommendations for each position with a deadline of two weeks.  We can then exchange the information via e-mail and get the nominations submitted before the April 8 deadline.
6.
OTHER BUSINESS
IEEE and AIAA are having a joint meeting at no cost to those who attend.  It is a presentation by Allan McDonald, author of Truth, Lies and "O" Rings.  He will be doing a book signing at the event as well.  April 8, 6:30 p.m. at Weber State.  They may open up the meeting to the public.  Refreshments will be provided.

SWE was wondering if anyone has a contact for Engineers Without Borders.  It was suggested that a representative could come and talk to UEC about it.  CH2MHill and ASCE have connections.
The Salt Lake Waste Association is having a two-day symposium if any members are interested in that.  They deal with solid waste as in landfills.  If interested, contact David Cline.
7.         ADJOURNMENT
Motion:  Dan Church moved to adjourn the meeting.  
The meeting was adjourned at 1:16 p.m.

