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MINUTES OF THE

UTAH ENGINEERS COUNCIL

May 5, 2010 - 12:00 Noon
CDM

50 West 300 South, Salt Lake City, Utah

Members Present:




Members Absent:




Mike Buehner, Chair
 
SEAU 


Mike Norrie, 2nd Past Chair
SAME




Peter Tang, Treasurer

ITE


Ken Hamblin


UCLS





Todd Rindlisbaker

ASHRAE

Trent Hunt, 1st Past Chair
ASHRAE

Ken Randle


AIAA                               Micheal McKamey

ASCE

John Richardson

ASME
Bret Christiansen

ASPE
Dan Church


USPE                             Joe Martone, Vice-Chair

SAME

Leslie Hugo


SWE
 

Dannie Pollock


AAEE

David Cline


SAME

John Coffey


SEAU

Rachel McQuillen (by phone)
ACEC

Jeremiah Jones


IEEE

Don Fulton


McGraw Hill Representative
Susan Merrill


Executive Secretary       

1.
WELCOME – MIKE BUEHNER
Mike Buehner, UEC Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:06 p.m.
2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – March 3, 2010
Motion:
Dan Church moved to approve the minutes. Jeremiah Jones seconded the motion. The minutes were unanimously approved.

3.
FINANCIAL REPORT – PETER TANG
Peter mentioned that he put the wrong name in the budget for the MESA award last month.  He corrected it on the current financial report.  Catherine McDonald was the winner.  Peter reported that we spent almost $2,000 more than we brought in.  The $4,500 sponsorship from ATK went straight to the planetarium and did not go through UEC.  It is a good thing it did not go through us because if we exceed $25,000 in income, we have to file more complicated tax forms with the IRS because of our 501(c)(3) status.  We paid $1,500 more than that for the facility.  Next year's banquet will probably not be as expensive.  We may go to the Hilton next year since we have already talked with them quite a bit about doing a banquet for us.  Many of the services are included in the price of the meal there, but were not this year.  There were 192 paid tickets this year.  Last year there were about 230 paid tickets.  We charged more this year for tickets.  Rachel McQuillen asked if we had thought about moving the banquet back to a Thursday night.  We changed to the Friday before E-Week because of conflicts with Utah State and other organizations.  The ACEC board discussed their concerns with the decreased attendance of their members.  Rachel said they had tried to have events on Friday or Saturday in the past and the attendance had not been as good as it was on a weeknight.  ACEC would like to request a change back to Thursday night.  UEC will consider that request.

For budget purposes, fund-raising has been difficult the past two years due to the economy, but we can still budget the same amount of income there and see what happens.  Printing should not be as much next year because we had to have envelopes printed this year.  Banquet awards amounts should probably be increased a bit.  Banquet expenses can probably stay about the same.  Banquet transportation expense should be kept in place.  Entertainment can stay at zero.  Venue cost should be about $2,000.  Most hotels include the room with the price of the meal if you have at least of certain number of people attending.  This is the suggested budget for next year.
It was suggested that maybe we choose a venue that would be of more interest to engineers.  We checked into Rice-Eccles and Rio Tinto stadiums last year.  Rice-Eccles was expensive.  We can check into Rio Tinto again.  Rachel suggested we check with the U of U college of engineering to see if they could get us a discount at Rice-Eccles.  She will talk with the dean for us since she has a connection there.  Peter suggested Libby-Gardner hall. It was also suggested that we could approach the builder of a new project and suggest that we could show off their project by having a banquet there.  Hotels are nice, but they are not different or as interesting.  Peter suggested Abravanel Hall.  We have gone there in the past, but it became too small for our needs.  We could check with the Salt Palace and compare prices.
There are no expenses for the Journal.  They sell ads and keep the revenue to print the Journal for us.  

Ken Randle mentioned that John Hill at L-3 has moved to the headquarters out of state.  He was a friend of UEC and L-3 was a good donor until this year.  We need to develop a relationship with someone else there.  Mike said Rio Tinto has an office building at Daybreak that might be a banquet venue possibility.  SWE has two officers who work at L-3.  We'll check with Marilyn on that.
4.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

A.
Membership Committee:  John has contacted five or six professional societies that have a Utah section.  John will have Susan send out his list of national societies and how they relate to Utah sections.  He has not pursued student chapters.  He has been looking at the chemical engineers, American Society of Metals International, American Society of Safety Engineers, Society of Manufacturing Engineers, and Society of Petroleum Engineers as possibilities.  SME used to be members of UEC.


B.
Publication Committee:  McGraw-Hill magazines said they could publish the Journal for us. They publish the Rocky Mountain Contractor magazine.  They sell an advertising package to their advertisers that puts their ads in several publications.  They have a distribution list of 21,000 people. 

Some people received several copies of the Journal while others did not receive any.  We assume this is because people are members of multiple associations.  Did they run out because of the multiple mailings?  The following societies have not received any Journals:  SEAU, SAME and IEEE.  If the mailing list was not looked over by hand for duplicates, then that is a problem.  This has been done by a UEC board member in the past.  Dannie has about 200 Journals if people need some.  They could be distributed to the universities.  The Journal is available online.
Dannie would like to put out the request now for articles for next year's Journal.



C.
Awards Committee:  The proposed awards scoring changes were sent out last week, but some people did not receive it.  As a group, the awards committee agreed to ask each individual society to provide their standards for accreditation, certification and licensing.  Mike is asking for a vote on the five general categories and points within those categories.  Since some people did not see the e-mail, Susan will send it again and will request a response within a week's time for approval.

5.
APPOINTMENT OF AUDITING COMMITTEE - MIKE BUEHNER
This was not addressed

6.
McGRAW-HILL UEC JOURNAL PUBLISHING

Don Fulton from McGraw-Hill publishing made a presentation.  They published Intermountain Contractor which is now called Mountain States Construction.  Subscriptions are free.  They cover Utah, Nevada, Idaho, Colorado and Wyoming. They publish project bidding news.  They publish nine association magazines. He said their readership is loyal.  He asked how much advertising we sell in the Journal each year, but we have not been given that information.  He has to sell $20,000 in ads to publish the ACEC directory.  Our Journal has more articles and we do not provide a directory.  Our Journal is supposed to be for our membership, but we would like to see it go to other people as well.  Don Fulton's purpose is to market engineers and bring in business.  He wants our magazine to go to architects and general contractors.  If he prints more to send to our membership, he will have to sell more ads.  He said some people will buy ads in both our Journal and the ACEC magazine.  He suggests we try to just put the Journal on our website for our membership and then have the Journal available at our banquet and to be sent out to other people.  He says if they make a fair profit, we will get money back.  He will discuss our options with Dannie Pollock, the publication committee chair.
He suggested that our PR committee submit events to them to be published in their magazine even if they do not publish our Journal.
7.
OTHER BUSINESS
Jeremiah Jones mentioned a joint meeting with IEEE and AIAA.  He will have Susan send out the flyers.

8.
TURN MEETING OVER TO NEW OFFICERS
Mike Buehner turned the meeting over to Peter Tang, the new Vice-Chair.  Joe Martone, the new chair, was out of town.  Leslie Hugo is the new treasurer.  We will plan on meeting at CDM in September and see how the parking goes.
9.
ADJOURNMENT
Motion:  Leslie Hugo moved to adjourn the meeting.  
The meeting was adjourned at 1:19 p.m.

