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MINUTES OF THE


UTAH ENGINEERS COUNCIL


November 5, 2008 - 12:00 Noon


Van Boerum & Frank Associates


330 South 300 East, Salt Lake City, Utah

Members Present:




Members Absent:




Trent Hunt, Chair

ASHRAE 

Peter Tang


ITE



Joe Martone, Treasurer

SAME


Dale Bennett, 2nd Past Chair 
ACEC

Mike Norrie, 1st Past Chair
SAME


Todd Rindlisbaker

ASHRAE                        




Paul Oestreich


IEEE


Dan Church


USPE



Mike Buehner, Vice-Chair 
SEAU 


Tom Phelps


IESNA




Kiran Bhayani


AAEE


Lenard Barney


UCLS



Cliff Cole


SEAU



Jim Thacher


AIAA                               

David Merrill


ASME                             
Micheal McKamey

ASCE

Marilyn Marshall

SWE

David Cline


SAME

Susan Merrill


Executive Secretary       

Guests Present:
Greg Schlegel


USGBC

Brad Rosenhan


ASPE
1.
WELCOME – TRENT HUNT
Trent Hunt, UEC Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:02 p.m.
2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – October 1, 2008
Motion:
Paul Oestreich moved to approve the minutes.  David Merrill seconded the motion. The minutes were unanimously approved.

3.
FINANCIAL REPORT – JOE MARTONE
Joe passed out a current financial report.  The following societies have paid their dues:  ACEC, AIAA, ASHRAE, ASME, IEEE, ITE, SWE and UCLS.  The rest of the societies need to get their dues paid as soon as possible.  He mentioned a correction with the interest from last month’s report.  It said budgeted interest earned would be $4.40, but it should have said $43.38 which is what we actually earned last year.
4.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. E-Week – Mike Buehner:  Mike reported that the 23rd Floor was unwilling to work with us on moving our deposit to reserve a date in February 2010, so we will be going to the 23rd Floor on February 13, 2009 for the banquet and we might do the Clark Planetarium in 2010.  The banquet speaker is Dr. Belk from Hill Air Force Base.  Dr. Belk is the director of engineering at Hill.  Mike has the proclamation in the works.  Mike said we have an option of having a signing ceremony if we want.  We used to do the signing ceremony and publish the picture in the Journal.  It would have to be done before January.  It has probably been at least three years since we have had a signing ceremony.
At this point, guests to our meeting were introduced:  Brad Rosenhan from ASPE (American Society of Plumbing Engineers) was in attendance.  He works for Van Boerum & Frank Associates and sits on the ASPE board as the Vice-President of Technical.  Membership dues were discussed.  The current rate is a base fee of $50 plus $.75 per society member with a maximum of $500.

Greg Schlegel was also introduced.  He is the president of the local USGBC chapter (US Green Building Council).  David Cline is a new UEC representative for SAME and was also present today.  Introductions were made around the room.  Greg indicated that USGBC would probably be willing to be involved with UEC.  He asked about benefits of membership.  Susan gave him a chart showing the benefits of UEC membership.  Both Brad and Greg were encouraged to listen throughout the meeting to learn what UEC does and then ask questions at the end.  Paul Oestreich mentioned some of the things that UEC does.  He talked about the annual awards recognizing engineers as well as the three scholarships we give out.  UEC publishes an annual Journal and tries to promote engineering in Utah.
The food for the banquet will be decided upon as we get closer.  Mike will try to get a proclamation signing ceremony set up with the Governor’s office.

B. Publication Committee – Kiran Bhayani:  Kiran has not received any articles yet.  Kiran reported that he received an e-mail from SWE regarding the privacy of the Journal mailing list.  Kiran said we have not had any problems in the past, but he will confirm with NewslettersInk that our mailing list is used only for the mailing of our Journal.
C. Fund-raising – David Merrill:  David reported that the letter is being prepared to be sent out this week.  He is still looking for a banquet sponsor.  The banquet sponsorship is $3,000.  The benefit of sponsorship is that the company will be given a full table of 8 seats for the banquet, they will be able to have a full-page Journal ad, their company name and logo will be prominently displayed at the banquet in both printed and electronic formats, an announcement of appreciation at the banquet, time allotted during the banquet for a company presentation if desired, company names listed as the banquet sponsor on the donor list in the Journal and the banquet program.  We have had co-sponsors in the past paying $1,500 each.  It was suggested that Dr. Belk might attract some Air Force/space related companies as banquet sponsors.  For those who don’t know, the fund-raiser is to help cover the costs of the banquet, provide scholarships (three $1,000 scholarships), to help provide tickets to students, and general donations to help cover the costs of running UEC.  To help with ideas for this year, past banquet sponsors have been:  Reaveley Engineers who were connected with the Capital Renovation; the year before that we had two co-sponsors – L-3 Communications and Energy Solutions; before that we had Workman, Nydegger; CH2MHill sponsored two years; Okland Construction; and Montgomery Watson Harza. Some of these companies were brought on as sponsors by board members who worked there.  We might want to have ATK sponsor next year if we do the Clark Planetarium deal.  Marilyn Marshall has been assigned to check with ATK about banquet sponsorship.  We might also check with companies who have engineer of the year winners or with ACEC award winners.  David Merrill wondered if Stantec or CDM would have ties to Hill Air Force Base and if they would be willing to sponsor.  David Cline is from CDM.  Lockheed-Martin was also suggested as well as Northrup-Grumman.
D. Membership – Paul Oestreich:  Trent asked Paul to try to bring in more member societies.  Paul said we should also contact the chemical engineers and he will do that.  Paul invited Brad Rosenhan and Greg Schlegel to attend today to see if their societies would be interested in joining UEC.  UEC is very useful as a conduit to get information to other societies on events and activities that would be of interest to them.  This information is sent to Susan, the UEC Executive Secretary, and she distributes it to the UEC Representatives who then distribute it to their society members.  She can also post it on the UEC website.  Susan has requested the societies to send her their newsletters so she can post the information on the UEC website.
E. Awards Committee – Mike Norrie:  UEC award nominations are due November 21, 2008.  The only nomination Mike has received so far is one for Educator of the Year from SWE.  The awards given each year by UEC are Engineering Educator of the Year, Engineer of the Year, and Fresh Faces in Engineering (fresh faces is for young engineers usually four or five years out of school).  We recognize all of the nominees at the banquet and then present the winners. We also recognize the MESA teacher of the year (Math, Engineering, Science Achievement).  The initial nomination due by November 21 just requires a name, photograph, and nominating society preferably sent to Mike electronically.  The final nomination packet is due December 19, 2008.  Mike will be asking for Awards Committee volunteers next month.  Packets are preferred in electronic format.  The nomination form is on the UEC website under “Forms.”  Mike McKamey volunteered to be on the Awards Committee.
Trent asked about the process of joining UEC in case ASPE and/or USGBC would like to make nominations.  Susan reported that the society needs to submit its request for membership in writing to the UEC Board along with a copy of its by-laws. The membership acceptance must pass by the affirmative vote of three-quarters of the board members present.  Once accepted, the society must pay its dues within 90 days or it will lose privileges.  These societies could become members before the banquet.
Motion:
Kiran Bhayani moved that UEC can accept award nominations from a society who desires to join UEC.  If their membership falls through, their award nomination will be disqualified.  We must have their written request before our December board meeting so it can be voted upon at that time.  Mike McKamey seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.

F. Scholarship Committee – Joe Martone:  Joe reported that the scholarship letters went out on October 10, 2008 to BYU, USU and U of U.  Joe has three people on his committee so far and would like to have at least two others.  Paul Oestreich, Mike Norrie and Dave Cline said they would help on this committee.  The scholarship applications are due January 12, 2009, so the committee will meet after that.  Mike Buehner reported that there are no other universities in the state that have accredited engineering programs.  Mike also mentioned that these applications are not submitted electronically unless Joe wants to contact the universities and request that they scan them and send them to him.  Joe has limited the universities to seven applicants each.
G. Legislative Committee – Micheal McKamey:  Mike has been in contact with Clark Caras at the Governor’s office.  He reports that as far as he knows, there is no new legislation affecting engineers.  He would like to remind everyone of the December 31, 2008, deadline to submit the affidavit for the Professional Structural Engineer license.  Trent asked if Mike extended an invitation to Mr. Caras to attend the UEC meetings.  He did extend the invitation, but Mr. Caras was not able to attend today.  He may attend future meetings at some point.  It was suggested that we invite the Governor and his science advisor to the banquet.
5.
RATIFY CHANGE IN BY-LAWS REGARDING AUDITING COMMMITTEE – TRENT HUNT
The motion to change the by-laws regarding the Auditing Committee as proposed in the September meeting requests that the by-laws be changed from “The Chair shall appoint an auditing committee of three members, not later than the regular May meeting, to audit the Secretary-Treasurer’s accounts and to report at the August Executive Board meeting” to read as follows:  “The Chair shall appoint an auditing committee of three members no later than the regular May meeting, to audit the Secretary-Treasurer’s accounts and to report at the August Executive Board meeting.  These three members shall not include the incoming Treasurer or the outgoing Treasurer. It shall be mandatory, however, that the incoming and outgoing Treasurers should be in attendance at the auditing committee meeting.”  It is now required that we have a second vote to ratify this change to our by-laws.  This change was made because the board felt that it was essential that the incoming and outgoing Treasurers be that the meeting.  The motion was approved unanimously.  The change was ratified.
6.
UNIVERSITY ENGINEERING COMPTETITION SPONSORSHIP – DAN CHURCH
Due to Dan Church’s absence, this topic has been tabled until the December meeting.

7.
JOINT STUDENT SECTION MEMBERSHIPS – TRENT HUNT
This was suggested as a way UEC could use its funds to benefit up and coming engineers.  It was suggested that students could pay one fee to be a member of several different societies.  Trent does not see a way that UEC could manage something like this, but we may be able to work with the universities to work with the different student societies.  Trent would like people to bring suggestions to the December meeting.  It would give students an opportunity to put their memberships on their resumes.  Marilyn Marshall said SWE nationally is considering this, but the suggestion there was to pay one fee for four years of membership while in school.  Utah SWE is against this and would like to have the students re-commit each year.  Trent suggested that anyone with connections talk to students in student societies to seek their opinions.  We probably could not negotiate reduced rates, but we could subsidize memberships.  Different schools of engineering might have different directions they go with this.  Mike Norrie was concerned about a student putting on their resume that they are members of a society in which they have never participated, but getting credit for it.  Most societies do not like that and do not want that to happen.  On the other hand, being a member of a society can create interest in maintaining membership in that society.  Also, student societies are usually required to have a minimum of so many members, so it may help that society to have a presence on campus.  It might be a negative for employers who might feel that the applicant is being deceitful.  Student chapters help people decide what they want to do in their careers.  Mike McKamey suggested that we get USPE’s take on this because they are the one society that most engineers could join.
8.
EYH SPONSORSHIP – TRENT HUNT/MARILYN MARSHALL

Marilyn said EYH (Expanding Your Horizons) is an event at Ogden Middle School for junior high school girls to help get them interested in science and engineering. It is sponsored by ATK Thiokol. They offer about 30 different workshops given by women.  Marilyn mentioned that ATK is looking at possibly doing this type of event in the Salt Lake Valley in the spring.  UEC would be willing to donate some money to help with this event if they put together one in the Salt Lake area.  Marilyn will tell the person in charge of UEC’s willingness to help.
Kiran Bhayani mentioned that USPE has severed its ties with Mathcounts.  They are totally independent and are trying to make a go of it with support from private companies.  Mathcounts is still sponsored by NSPE, though.  He suggested that we recognize the winners at the state level as we used to do.  He also suggested we might want to recognize the outstanding MESA student at the banquet.  Kiran will put together a proposal for the December meeting.

9.
OTHER BUSINESS

We are looking into sponsoring a seminar in the spring on sustainability and Trent has spoken with Greg somewhat about this.  If we do it, we would probably just charge people for lunch.  ASHRAE asked about being involved with this, but wanted to charge more money.  Trent turned them down and said that was not our intent.  He asked if anyone disagreed with that. No one did.

Trent asked that the UEC Representatives go back to their boards and request Journal article submissions.  We need to get those as soon as we can.  We also need to have the mailing lists by November 15.

Joe Martone mentioned that SAME offers a $1,000 scholarship to high school seniors each year.  He would like us to post that on the UEC website.  He will send information to Susan for posting.
10.         ADJOURNMENT
Motion:
Paul Oestreich moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mike Norrie seconded the motion.  
The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m.

