UEC Board Meeting

November 4, 2009
Page 2

MINUTES OF THE

UTAH ENGINEERS COUNCIL

November 4, 2009 - 12:00 Noon
CDM

50 West 300 South, Salt Lake City, Utah

Members Present:




Members Absent:




Mike Buehner, Chair
 
SEAU 


Mike Norrie, 2nd Past Chair
SAME



Joe Martone, Vice-Chair

SAME


Ken Hamblin


UCLS




Peter Tang, Treasurer

ITE







Bret Christiansen

ASPE






Jeremiah Jones


IEEE 



Jim Thacher


AIAA                               

Todd Rindlisbaker

ASHRAE                        
Dan Church


USPE                             

John Richardson

ASME

Marilyn Marshall

SWE

John Coffey


SEAU

David Cline


SAME

Trent Hunt, 1st Past Chair
ASHRAE

Michael McKamey

ASCE 

Dale Bennett


ACEC

Kiran Bhayani


AAEE

Susan Merrill


Executive Secretary       

1.
WELCOME – MIKE BUEHNER
Joe Martone, UEC Vice-Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:08 p.m.
2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – October 7, 2009
Susan reported that the correct copy of the minutes is now on the website.
Motion:
Dan Church moved to approve the minutes.  Bret Christiansen seconded the motion. The minutes were unanimously approved.

3.
FINANCIAL REPORT – PETER TANG
Peter reported that the following societies still have not paid their UEC dues:  AAEE, ACEC, IEEE, ITE, UCLS and USPE.  Peter passed out a current budget and financial report.  He reported that the only expenditures made this month were for the executive secretary in the amount of $679.83 for her pay and expenses for printing envelopes and other things, and a down payment to Cuisine Unlimited in the amount of $2,010.00.  Peter also reported that he mistakenly deposited dues checks into the scholarship account.  He will transfer the money to the operating checking account to correct the error.  The budget is set up on a 10 month fiscal year.  Susan has sent all of the bank statements to Peter that she has received.  The savings account may be on a three month cycle since there have not been any changes.
4.
COMMITTEE REPORTS


A.  E-Week Committee - Joe Martone:  The UEC E-Week banquet will be on Friday, February 12, 2010, 6:00 p.m. at the Clark Planetarium and the caterer will be Cuisine Unlimited.  He has met with the event manager and the caterer.  The speaker will be a former astronaut by the name of Kent Roninger.  He will be talking about his space flight experiences and has a slide presentation as well.  ATK is also providing a backup astronaut speaker by the name of Charles Precort.  ATK's sponsorship at the planetarium is very apparent, so that should not be a problem.  Holly Lamb at ATK said they would welcome society exhibits as well as student exhibits.  ATK encourages student projects being highlighted.  Peter should let the universities know about this opportunity.  Joe just needs to know in advance so things can be set up.
We expect to have two hours of eating, drinking and socializing starting at 6:00 p.m.  The food will be gourmet hors d'ouvres and beer and wine service.  There will be a guitar player performing in the background.  We will then all go into the IMAX Theater for the speaker and awards presentations and there will be time for questions and answers.  Food can be taken into the theater.  The planetarium rental is $6,000.  We are getting a special deal since it is a Friday night and they normally charge $10,000.  ATK is sponsoring $4,500 of the planetarium rental and we need to come up with the other $1,500.  Joe is planning for 300 people and the food is high-end.  There will be some tables, but people will be coming and going.  The food will be on all three levels and people can explore the planetarium while they eat and socialize.  The absolute cost per person last year was $64.  This year the number works out to be about $50 per person after the $4,500 sponsorship.  Last year we lost money on the deal.  With all things considered, including some complimentary tickets and student and senior discounts, the ticket prices this year need to be $60 general admission and $30 for students and retired seniors.  Other events have cost 50-100% more, so we are not out of line charging this much.  Last year's attendance was 235 confirmed reservations and 220 showed up.  However, all reservations paid in advance.  Jim Thacher said Kent Roninger is an excellent speaker.
We cannot have a cash bar since the caterer is not licensed for such and the red tape and liability for us to obtain a license is too great.  We are providing beer and wine and sodas.  We will have to give out perhaps two drink tickets per banquet ticket for those who want beer or wine.  The planetarium recommended against alcohol anyway and suggested we just offer beer and wine.  
Buying somewhere between 8 to 10 tickets can buy a company the right to put a placard of some sort on a table.  The placard would be supplied by that company.  We might be able to use an easel instead.  Having the placard on the table would not mean that people from that company should sit at that table.  People will be moving around since the food will be spread out throughout the planetarium.  There will be about 20 tables that seat eight and five or six high-boy tables around which four or five people can stand.  Semi-formal business attire will be the dress.  It was suggested that companies buy 10 tickets for the placard.  


B.  Publication Committee - Kiran Bhayani:  Kiran is meeting with Sophie Hanson this week.  Kiran and Dannie are in the process of trying to contact each society individually.  Kiran would like articles submitted on projects, philosophical issues such as licensing, ethics, qualification based system, etc.  Article length should be limited to two to three pages, including graphics.  Kiran also needs the mailing lists.  They need to be in xls or csv comma separated formats.  The articles can be in Word or PDF format.  The deadline for articles and mailing lists is December 18, 2009.  It was asked if the Journal has exposure in the schools in order to promote engineering in the high schools.  We have provided additional copies to the MESA coordinator in the past.  We usually only have about 200 extra copies.  The Journal can also be downloaded from the UEC website.
We need to invite Sophie to our next meeting.



C.  Fund-raising - Mike Buehner:  Marilyn Marshall and Mike are working together to get the fund-raising letter out.  Mike is finalizing the letter and the contribution form.


D.  Membership Committee - John Richardson:  He will call Mike to discuss a couple of things since we are out of time today.



E.  Awards Committee - Trent Hunt:  Trent needs names and photos of nominees by November 30, 2009.


F.  Scholarship Committee - Peter Tang:  The scholarship applications have been sent.  Peter needs to contact MESA about their award winner.  Peter will need committee members.  Dieter Gemlich likes to serve on the scholarship committee.  He is a retired professor from the U of U.


G.  Legislative Committee - Micheal McKamey:  Nothing to report.

5.
OTHER BUSINESS

John Richardson said he would like to be a part of the committee that discusses the benefits of UEC membership.  Nothing further has happened with that, but Mike will include him when the time comes.
6.         ADJOURNMENT
Motion:
Micheal McKamey moved to adjourn the meeting.  
The meeting was adjourned at 1:09 p.m.

