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MINUTES OF THE


UTAH ENGINEERS COUNCIL


October 3, 2007 - 12:00 Noon


Van Boerum & Frank Associates


330 South 300 East, Salt Lake City, Utah

Members Present:




Members Absent:




Dale Bennett, 1st Past Chair
UCLS


Michael Norrie, Chair

SAME




Paul Oestreich, 2nd Past Chair
IEEE


Trent Hunt, Vice-Chair

ASHRAE




Mike Buehner


SEAU


Mark Callister


ASHRAE 
Ken Randle


AIAA


Tom Boschert


ITE

Dan Church


USPE


Tom Phelps


IESNA

Shaun Packer


SEAU


Bob Davis


ACEC


Linda Bachmeier

SWE


Matt Clark


UCLS

Joe Martone


SAME


Kiran Bhayani


AAEE

David Merrill


ASME



GOED

Susan Merrill


Executive Secretary       

1.
WELCOME – DALE BENNETT
Dale Bennett, 1st Past UEC Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:09 p.m.  Introductions were made.
2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – September 5, 2007
Motion:
Dan Church moved to approve the minutes.  Joe Martone seconded the motion.  The minutes were unanimously approved.

3.
FINANCIAL REPORT – MIKE BUEHNER

The changes that were made from the budget for last month were the correction of the Executive Secretary fee, the storage fee was added, and $415.85 in expenses have been paid to date.  Mike deposited three checks that were technically part of last year’s budget, so they do not show as income for this year.
4.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

A.
E-Week:  Dale Bennett reported for Trent.  David Hart, the head of the Capitol Preservation Board, has agreed to be the banquet speaker.  The banquet is currently scheduled for February 15, 2008, the Friday before E-Week begins.  We need to be sure the Journal schedule is moved up so it comes out before the banquet.
David Hart offered for us to use the rotunda at the state capital for the banquet.  We would be the first group to use it after the renovation.  He said we could also have some tours as part of the banquet celebration. How would tours work with that big of a group?  It was recommended that perhaps there could be an open house before the banquet.  The board would like to know if there would be a charge to use the Capitol and what it is.  There is also concern about the acoustics since we had problems with that at the Grand Hall.  It would be interesting to have it at the Capitol since the speaker would be talking about it.  It was decided that we should have it at the Capitol if the cost is significantly less than the Wells Fargo Building.  The Wells Fargo Building was $2,500 last year.  Otherwise, we should stay at the Wells Fargo building because of the acoustics issues.


B.
Publication Committee – Kiran Bhayani:  Kiran was not in attendance.  We encourage all societies to write articles worthy of being feature articles.  We decided that November 15, 2007 should be the deadline for receiving Journal articles.  We also need to get the mailing lists from each society for the Journal as soon as possible.  Linda mentioned that SEAU did an article in the Journal a few years ago about the Capitol renovation.  She suggested that it would be interesting if they did a follow-up article on the project now that it is nearing completion.  The mailing lists and articles should be e-mailed to both Susan Merrill and Kiran Bhayani.  There is no limit on the length of the Journal articles.  Photographs or graphics accompanying the articles are great.

C.
Fund-raising Committee:  We need a committee chair.  The fund-raising letters are supposed to be sent out by November 1.  Joe Martone might be able to do it.  He needs to check on the legality of his doing it since he is a government employee.
Jacobsen Construction was suggested as a possible banquet sponsor since it is the contractor for the Capitol renovation.  Mike Buehner has a connection there.  Mike will talk to Parry Brown who is the engineer on the project.  If we secure them as sponsors, we would definitely want to have the banquet at the Capitol rotunda.  It was decided that if Jacobsen accepts sponsorship, that we will tell them we will have the banquet at the Capitol.  Banquet sponsors are given a full-page color ad in the Journal, a full table at the banquet, and recognition at the banquet.

D.
Membership Committee:  Shaun Packer has agreed to chair the Membership Committee.  His duties were explained to him.  It was suggested that he follow-up with ASPE.  They expressed some interest last year and we have not heard back from them.  AICHE (chemical engineers) should also be approached.  JoAnn Lighty at the U of U could be a good contact there.  Linda Bachmeier said she would contact JoAnn and ask if she is still affiliated with AICHE.


E.
Awards Committee – Dale Bennett:  The nomination forms need to go out now.  November 15, 2007 is the deadline for the names and photos.  Susan will help Dale update the forms.


F.
Scholarship Committee – Mike Buehner:  Mike will talk with Trent Hunt for instructions on the scholarship applications.  Applications need to get to the universities either before December 5 or after January 20 since nothing will happen with them between these dates.  Nominations should come through the engineering departments and should be limited to 7 by each university.  The schools need to be notified right away about our deadline and the scholarship criteria.  The scholarship committee should consist of at least three members and needs to be an odd number.  Members of the committee can be taken from society membership.
It was decided that the Scholarship Committee chair should also act as the University Coordinator.  Mike Buehner agreed to this and will talk with the universities about banquet displays and banquet attendance.  It was also suggested that we publish the universities’ e-week events in the Journal.  This might be good incentive for them to participate with us in our banquet.
It was suggested that we put the scholarship applicants in the Journal like we do the award nominees.  After some discussion, it was decided that Mike should ask the universities and see what they think about it.  We don’t want to do anything that would hurt our scholarship program.  We should see how other organizations handle it.

5.
NATIONAL CONFERENCE HELP FOR SAME
Joe Martone reported that their section of SAME is hosting their national conference in 2009.  The issue is that there is a paradigm shift for their organization.  In the past, SAME has relied totally on the local host committee to do everything and the local committee got to keep all the money, but had to take the risk if they lost money.  Most of the time they would get a check at the end of the 
day to help with scholarships, etc.  Now things are shifting so that headquarters is doing most of the work and the local host is doing nominal things like social events and the local host does not get much money out of the deal.  SAME is looking for a benchmark from other societies to see how they have negotiated with their national organizations to see if they were able to get a better deal.  He would like input from others to see if the deal SAME has so far negotiated is in the ballpark.  Joe has received feedback from ASHRAE and SEAU which have indicated that their national organizations have pretty much told them everything to do and the local chapters have not received any of the money.  Joe indicated that the deal SAME has negotiated with their headquarters is better than that for his local post.
Paul Oestreich recommended that Joe contact Scott Carter with IEEE for further input.

Dale Bennett mentioned that our societies need to try to use the Continuing Education funding from DOPL as much as possible so that money doesn’t go back into the general fund.  It helps pay for speakers, facilities, and other things.  Professional licensing fees and building permit fees help to fund this.

6.
 OTHER BUSINESS


Susan reported that the dues invoices are ready and will be sent out.  Any society that has not submitted their completed roster questionnaire needs to do it right now.
Susan also reported that SAME is the only society that has sent her a society newsletter.  She would like information from the other societies as well so the information can be disseminated to all of the UEC membership.

Dale Bennett suggested that since we have to change the mailing address on the UEC bank statements every year, it might be better if we use Susan’s address and she can get the bank statements to the current UEC treasurer.  Susan’s address is on the UEC checks.  Susan can scan the bank statements and e-mail them to the current treasurer.  Mike Buehner will make a decision by our next meeting.
10.         ADJOURNMENT
Motion:
Ken Randle moved to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:08 p.m.


