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MINUTES OF THE


UTAH ENGINEERS COUNCIL


October 1, 2008 - 12:00 Noon


Van Boerum & Frank Associates


330 South 300 East, Salt Lake City, Utah

Members Present:




Members Absent:




Trent Hunt, Chair
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Joe Martone, Treasurer
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Mike Norrie, 1st Past Chair
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Dale Bennett, 2nd Past Chair
ACEC
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Mike Buehner, Vice-Chair 
SEAU 


Tom Phelps


IESNA




Kiran Bhayani


AAEE


Lenard Barney


UCLS



Cliff Cole


SEAU



Ken Randle


AIAA                               

Todd Rindlisbaker

ASHRAE                        

Dan Church


USPE                             

David Merrill


ASME                             
Erin Donovan


ASCE

Marilyn Marshall

SWE

Susan Merrill


Executive Secretary       

1.
WELCOME – TRENT HUNT
Trent Hunt, UEC Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.
2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – September 3, 2008
The following corrections were made to the September 3, 2008 minutes:  the correct spelling of the name Don Sauvageau; Building Commission Association and VFD (not BFD).
Motion:
Joe Martone moved to approve the minutes.  Kiran Bhayani seconded the motion. The minutes were unanimously approved.

3.
FINANCIAL REPORT – JOE MARTONE
Joe passed around an updated balance sheet.  The dues invoices will go out today.  Trent asked why the dues amount approved is different than what is being billed – the answer is that Joe did not know exactly what the dues would be when he prepared the budget and dues are based on membership numbers which have changed slightly this year.
4.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. E-Week – Mike Buehner:  Mike reported that we have reserved the 23rd Floor of the Wells Fargo building for February 13, 2009.  No other preparations have been made.

B. Publication Committee – Kiran Bhayani:  Kiran would like member mailing lists submitted as soon as possible.  He can take the formats listed on the website under Journal Information, but Excel is preferred.

C. Fund-raising – David Merrill:  David passed out the proposed fund-raising letter along with the contribution form.  He also had the list of last year’s donors with the current mailing list.  He would like the UEC representatives to review the mailing lists and let him know if there are additional contacts he could make regarding donations.  David would also like suggestions for possible sponsors.  A banquet sponsorship is $3,000.  Past sponsors have been L-3 Communications, Ch2MHill and Energy Solutions.

D. Membership – Paul Oestreich:  Paul was not in attendance, but Trent reported that Paul did invite Suzanne from Heath Engineering to come to UEC. She is the current chair of ASPE.  Trent says he knows Suzanne and will follow-up with her again to invite her to our next meeting.

E. Awards Committee – Mike Norrie:  Mike was not in attendance.  Susan reminded people that they need to be considering whom they should nominate.  The deadline for names and pictures is mid-November and the whole packet is due mid-December.  Joe Martone asked how other societies choose their nominees for Engineering Educator of the Year.  SEAU asks board members for suggestions from their membership and it will be someone from the civil engineering department.  ASME contacts the student advisor of the ASME chapter to get the perspective of students.  Mike Norrie will choose people to be on his committee as we get closer to E-Week.  Marilyn Marshall asked about the judging criteria.  It really depends on the committee chair, but in years past it has been based on what is required on the nomination form and includes publications, licensing, society membership, civic activities, etc. 

F. Scholarship Committee – Joe Martone:  Mike Buehner suggested that Joe get the information and applications to the universities as soon as possible.  We give a $1,000 scholarship each to a student from BYU, U of U and Utah State.  We also give a $500 gift to the MESA/STEP teacher of the year.
G. Legislative Committee – Micheal McKamey:  Erin Donovan reported in Mike’s place.  She said the deadline to file the structural engineer affidavit is December 31, 2008.  The affidavit states the following:  Utah Code Number 5822302 allows licensed professional engineers currently engaged in structural engineering work to obtain a professional structural license classification by filling out an affidavit which is included with this letter.  The affidavit and accompanying license fee of $110 must be received by the State of Utah Department of Commerce Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing no later than December 31, 2008.  After this date, a Utah licensed Professional Engineer licensee is required to meet current standards in order to be licensed as a Professional Structural Engineer.  This includes, but is not limited to, new experience and testing requirements, filling out a regular application, and paying the required licensing fees.
Dale Bennett mentioned that there are a lot of contracts out there that he believes are illegal.  ACEC is trying to get some legislation together to remedy some problems with contracts.  As an engineer, you are liable for what you have done.  A lot of times there are things in contracts that make you liable for things over which you have no control.  ACEC would like to have legislation that would make it illegal for contracts to include that.  Dale is looking for input from other engineers on how this should be handled.  Mike mentioned that legislation was just passed that relieves contractors of some liability.  Dale said that is what they are hoping to accomplish for engineers.

5.
DISCUSSION OF UEC SPONSORSHIP OF POSSIBLE SEMINARS/OUTREACH ACTIVITIES – TRENT HUNT
We have talked about the possibility of sponsoring a green building seminar.  We would like to use some of out money to provide some kind of free seminar.  We could possibly make up the difference on the ATK Clark Planetarium event between their sponsorship, if they agree, and the actual cost.  We have about $6,000 - $7,000 we could spend.  Marilyn Marshall mentioned perhaps providing a day at the “Utah House” at the botanical gardens.  The Utah House is an energy efficient building.  We could have someone speak about the “integrated design process” and charge a small fee just so people will show up.  It was also suggested that perhaps in these lean economic times, we should hang on to the money to be sure we can cover our future expenses – perhaps people won’t be as willing to donate this year.  Marilyn also mentioned the ATK “Expanding Your Horizons” workshops for junior high school girls.  Women scientists volunteer the first week of November and 500-600 girls usually participate.  UEC could help sponsor it.  Trent will find out more about that.
6.
OTHER BUSINESS

Trent mentioned that ATK has offered to have a speaker at our banquet.  It could be an astronaut, but the problem there is that astronauts can be replaced at the last second if they are needed elsewhere.  The public relations people at ATK suggested the possibility of using the Clark Planetarium and using the IMAX theater screen for a presentation on space by one of the astronauts.  The problem with this idea is that they don’t have a banquet area, but they could offer finger foods in the lobby – meat or vegetables on a stick, things like that.  If we were interested in doing this, we would need to talk to the 23rd Floor event center to see if they could move our reservation to 2010.  The other problem is the site fee.  The fee for Friday or Saturday night is $10,000.  The fee for Monday through Thursday is $6,000.  We could see if ATK would be willing to donate that amount for the banquet sponsorship.  Mike Buehner will check with the 23rd Floor about our options with our $1,000 deposit.  It would be a fun event if we could pull it off.  We would be willing to do it on Thursday night if that makes it possible.
The question was asked how societies deal with their nominees and banquet tickets.  Most societies pay for their nominee and one guest to attend the banquet.  We would like to schedule Dr. Belk from Hill Air Force Base to be the speaker in 2010 if the Clark Planetarium works out for this year.  E-Week is the week containing Feb. 22 (George Washington’s birthday).  We will wait until we see what happens with ATK.  We may decide to try to do the ATK event in 2010.
Kiran Bhayani mentioned that Blaine Leonard, former UEC Chair and founding editor of the UEC Journal has been elected by the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) to be their national leader in 2010.  Kiran suggested that UEC send him a congratulatory message.  Trent will put together a letter to be sent on UEC letterhead.  Ken Randle mentioned that Cleon Anderson, one of our past chairs, was the national president of IEEE a couple of years ago.

Ken Randle mentioned that Jim Thacher was in the hospital with gall bladder problems.

7.         ADJOURNMENT
Motion:
Kiran Bhayani moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mike Buehner seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:03 p.m.

