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MINUTES OF THE


UTAH ENGINEERS COUNCIL


October 7, 2009 - 12:00 Noon


CDM

50 West 300 South, Suite 1000


Salt Lake City, Utah

Members Present:




Members Absent:




Mike Buehner, Chair
 
SEAU 


Ken Hamblin


UCLS



Joe Martone, Vice-Chair
SAME


Dannie Pollock


AAEE




Peter Tang, Treasurer

ITE


Bret Christiansen

ASPE
Trent Hunt, 1st Past Chair
ASHRAE 

Michael Norrie, 2nd Past Chair
SAME 




Jeremiah Jones


IEEE 



Jim Thacher


AIAA                               

Todd Rindlisbaker

ASHRAE                        
Dan Church


USPE                             

David Merrill


ASME                             
John Richardson

ASME

Michael McKamey

ASCE 

Marilyn Marshall

SWE

Chris Hofheins


SEAU

Rachel McQuillen

ACEC 

David Cline


SAME

Susan Merrill


Executive Secretary       

1.
WELCOME – MIKE BUEHNER
Mike Buehner, UEC Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:06 p.m.  Introductions were made.
2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – September 2, 2009
Motion:
Dan Church moved to approve the minutes.  Michael Norrie seconded the motion. The minutes were unanimously approved.

3.
FINANCIAL REPORT – PETER TANG
Peter was unable to complete the financial report before the meeting and will e-mail it to the board when it is completed in the next few days.  The only thing he has to report is payment of the Executive Secretary fees and receipt of dues payments from two societies.
Mike passed out the dues spreadsheet so each society can know how much it owes.  The due date for payment is October 31, 2009.

4.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

A.
E-Week - Joseph Martone:  Joe passed out a spreadsheet with information on two banquet possibilities included.  One option is at Clark Planetarium/IMAX Theater where ATK would sponsor the venue and provide an astronaut to speak.  The other is at the Hilton with a speaker yet to be determined.  Both venues would be very nice.  The Clark Planetarium would be quite a departure from what we have done in the past, but could draw more people.  Instead of a sit-down dinner, there would be food stations at various locations and people could choose what they want and wander and mingle while they eat.  There would be a few tables where people could sit down and some standing tables could be provided.  Clark Planetarium has a $10,000 rental fee for Friday night, but they are willing to reduce it to $6,000 for us.  ATK is willing to sponsor the venue for $4,500 and we would have to come up with the additional $1,500.  There is covered parking, but it would still cost $3 per vehicle.  Joe does not know about a coat rack.  Audio/visual is included with the facility and bar service is available.  There are six approved caterers for the planetarium, one of which is Cuisine Unlimited, which has been very good.  He figured the approximate food and beverage cost at $38 per person for a nice menu in about the middle of the choices.  The total cost there would be $45 per person.  We would plan on around 300 people.  Holly Lamb at ATK will schedule two astronauts to speak so if one gets called out of town, the other will be available.

If we chose to have the banquet at the Hilton, we do not yet have a speaker or a sponsor.  There is no facility rental fee, there is covered parking at $1 per vehicle.  There is a coat check room, audio/visual would cost around $800 and bar service is available.  They offer a complimentary room for an event speaker and reduced rate rooms to others.  Food and beverage costs would be about $58 per person and we would plan on about 250 people.  With a sponsor, this venue would cost about $50 per person, or $62 per person without a banquet sponsor.  Last year's banquet cost UEC $64 per person with a ticket price of $45 per person, so we were over budget.

The date of the banquet is Friday, February 12, 2010.  It was asked if this date conflicts with any association banquets.  We are not aware of conflicts.  We moved it to the Friday before E-Week because of conflicts in years past with university E-Week activities.  There was also a conflict with UCLS.

Rachel McQuillen asked if we are limiting attendance to university students or if we will open it up to high school or junior high school students?  We probably will not open it to these students at this time.  We are thinking about selling tables, but may not have enough to do that.  We could possibly have sponsored tables, but would have to make sure everyone knows that ATK is the banquet sponsor.  We need to be careful not to overshadow them with other sponsors.  Joe will talk with Holly about it.  A sponsored table could have company information on it.  We could have tiered sponsorships if it looks like we need help covering costs.


Last year we were ticketless.  It would be nice to do that again if we can control it with one entrance.

It was suggested that each society have some kind of display at the banquet to help educate others about their purposes.


B.  Publication Committee:  Susan will post the advertising rates and order form on the website.  We would like our societies to forward to Susan lists of companies (including names of contact people along with their phone numbers) that we can contact regarding advertising.  We are not sure if Kiran and Dannie intend to do the Journal again.  Mike will try to contact them.

C.  Fund-raising Committee:  We are not yet sure of Newsletters Ink's role with our fund-raising, so Mike recommends that we continue as we have done in the past by doing it ourselves for now and see how the year turns out.  Marilyn Marshall volunteered to help with fund-raising.  Mike will assist with fund-raising, if needed.  David Merrill will forward the information to Marilyn and Mike from last year.

D.  Membership Committee - John Richardson:  John volunteered to head this committee.


E.  Awards Committee - Trent Hunt:  We need to have nominee names and pictures for the Journal by November 30, 2009.  Photos need to be high resolution so they will look professional.  Trent expects to have a volunteer from every society on the Awards Committee so there is no bias.  Trent encourages every society to nominate one person for each award.  It is a benefit that member societies have and they should take advantage of it.  Mike Norrie suggested that nominations be submitted very carefully.  They need to answer the required questions and be put into a format that makes sense so the committee can quickly find the answers.  If you are a member of the nominee's society, you are not allowed to vote on that person.  If information is not in the packet, it cannot be introduced as part of the nomination information in the discussion.  It was pointed out that being nominated by your society is a significant honor and that person receives quite a bit of recognition.  His or her name and picture appears in the Journal, each nominee is mentioned at the banquet and receives a nice plaque for an award.

F.  Scholarship Committee - Peter Tang:  Peter is trying to contact each of the three schools and will request five applicants from each school.  The scholarship applications are supposed to be distributed among all of the college of engineering to cover all disciplines.  He plans to make the deadline November 30, 2009.

G.  Legislative Committee - Micheal McKamey:  Mike will chair this committee again this year.  Mike still has contact with Tami Goetz at the governor's office.  Rachel McQuillen offered to be on the committee.  She is able to keep informed of what is going on with the legislature through ACEC's paid lobbyist.  She is also on the industry advisory board for the U of U College of Engineering and they watch legislative issues relating to engineering education.

5.
IEEE RELATIONSHIP WITH UEC - JEREMIAH JONES
IEEE would like to discuss how UEC can enhance its value to its members.  The Executive Committee is going to meet with IEEE and review some ideas on how to do this.
6.
OTHER BUSINESS
It has been suggested that we look at the way the criteria for award nominees are weighted and if any criteria need to be changed.  This particular scoring system has been in place for five or six years.  The award has been changed to only consider the previous year of service.  Another thing to consider is that UEC is not submitting their Engineer of the Year winners to the national award.  The National Engineers Week Foundation has an award, but we are always behind in our awards and cannot submit nominations for that award.  Trent will look into it. We would probably not have time to make any changes for this year.
Motion:
Dan Church moved not to revise the awards criteria for this year's awards.  Jim Thacher seconded the motion.
Concerns about making changes for this year are that societies are already basing their choices on the current criteria and they would not have time to make the shift.  Trent says there is nothing in the by-laws about this committee.  Rachel McQuillen said typically this type of thing would not be in by-laws, but would be in policies and procedures.
It was mentioned that some complaints might come from our large societies whose members may not have the opportunities to fulfill some of the requirements.  Those were addressed in the last revision, such as a P.E.  Those things can be overridden by the committee.  Military engineers are not required by federal law to have a P.E.  Trent read the criteria and scoring requirements for Engineer of the Year (this can be found online under "forms").  Last year Mike Norrie put all of the awards packets into PDF form, put them on a CD and gave each member of the committee a CD to review the information before they met to discuss the nominations.  There was concern about the patent requirement.  It is only worth three points and can be overridden by other accomplishments.
Call to question to end discussion.  The vote was unanimous to end the discussion.  The vote on the motion to not revise the criteria for this year was approved unanimously.

Motion: 
Mike Norrie moved to form a committee to study any changes to the awards criteria and determine if they should be put into a "policies and procedures" document.  This should be accomplished by the May 2010 meeting.  Mike McKamey seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.
10.         ADJOURNMENT
Motion:
Mike McKamey moved to adjourn the meeting.  
The meeting was adjourned at 1:20 p.m.

